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amendment, ordered toa third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the House bill for 
relief ot Esther Russell; which was reported to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered toa third read- 
ing, and subsequently, by unanimous consent, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the House bill for 
the relief of Zilpha White; when the report accom- 
janying the bill was read— 

Mr. BRIGH F remarked there was nothing in the 


paper just read to show that there was the least 
merit in the claim. The object in granting pen- 


sions was to give compensation for long and tried 
services. ‘The services rendered by the deceased 
husband of the present applicant were not of that 
description. The passage of the bill would Be a 
departure from the principle which had heretofore 
governed their legislation. ' 

Mr. FELCH. I merely wish to remark, that 
under the law as it now exists, a pension may be 
allowed, and it would have been allowed, if the 
Commissioner of Pensions had veen satisfied that 
there had been six months’ service. The only 
difficulty in the case was the doubt whether there 
had been six months’ service performed, and in 
the muster roll the christian name of the husband 
of the applicant was left blank. There is a mass 
of testimony showing that this White was the 
husband of the petitioner, and the only question 
was as to the length of the period of service. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am satisfied that this man 
served more than six months; but, even if this 
were not the case, I should be in favor (and I am 
realy to pledge myself to that extent) of giving a 
pension to any revolutionary soldier, or the widow 
of any such soldier, who had served but three 
months. There were many deserving men in the 
ranks of the army, men who rendered most effi- 
cient service, Whose period of service did noi ex- 
ceed three months. I certainly have no hesitation | 
in voting for this pension on the ground that the 
period of service was brief. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I would inquire of the hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan whether the general 
law granting pensions to revolutionary soldiers 
authorizes a pension where the period of service 
did not exceed six months? My impression is, 
that nine months’ service was required. 

Mr. FELCH. Six months’ service was all that 
was required, 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Does that apply to soldiers 
not in the continental army? Does it apply to 
Siate troops? 

Mr. FELCH. It applies equally to both. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate without 
amendment, was ordered to a third reading, and 
was read a third time and passed. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, to the consideration of the House bill for | 
the relief of the heirs of William Evans; which was 
reported to the Senate without amendment, was | 


ordered to a third reading, and read a third time 
and passed. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of Henry D. Garrison; which was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 


The report accompanying the bill having been 
read— 


Mr. BRADBURY inquired of the chairman of 
the committee by whom this bill was reported, | 
what amount of money it involved, and from what | 
source the money was to be derived ? 

Mr. DOWNS replied that the whole amount of | 
money granted by the bill was about fifty thousand 
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| ject, to examine the matter a little. 


| prepared at present to vote for it. 
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standing, had been appropriated to other purposes, 
After a full consideration ofall the facts connected 
with the case, the committee had come to the con- 
clusion to recommend, that out of the future pro- 
ceeds of the sale of these lands, this claim should | 
be paid. There was a bill upon the calendar pro- 
viding for the sale, and no doubt the money would 
readily be obtained, y 

Mr. BRADBURY. I think I understand, from 
the reading of the report, (for the committee state 
it very frankly,) that the case is regarded by them | 
as one that is not free from doubt. And bills are | 
frequently reported in such cases in order that the 
subject may be presented for the consideration of 
Congress. It would seem that the treaty provides 
for the payment to be made from the proceeds of 
the sales of the lands, and that the price at which 
they had been offered in the market was such that 


| the lands had not been disposed of; and now it is 


proposed to make a disposition of the lands by a 
reduction of price. I think it is deserving of con- 
sideration whether it would not be as well to wait 


| and see whether we can realize from the sale of the 


land the money to make the payment according to 
the terms of the treaty, and not anticipate it; and 
{ would suggest, therefore, that the bill be passed 
by informally, that an opportunity may be aflorded, 
now that attention has been attracted to the sub- 
/ 1 confess I 
should like to look into it somewhat further; for 
Ido not wish to oppose the measure, nor am I 
It involves a 
large amount of money, and deserves a careful 
examination. 


Mr. DOWNS. 


If the Senator entertains a doubt 


| as to the propriety of the passage of the bill, I 
| have no objection that the subject should be post- 


poned until to-morrow, in order that he may ex- 


| amine it. 


The bill was accordingly postponed. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill for the relief of Henry Vincent, adminis- 


| claimant. 
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book is na evidence of their not being paid. The 
treasury has been twice or three times burnt, and 
books and papers destroyed. ‘The only safe gen- 
eral, rule is to enforce the limitation act of six years 
strictly. Delay for a longer time should, at least 
till rebutted, afford strong presumption against 
the justice of the claim. [ shall therefore vote 
against this claim, and all like it. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, the argument of 
the honorable Senator from Florida, [Mr. Wesr- 
corT,] it seems to me, is not very well founded. 
He apprehends, that because ‘one or twa facts 
show that the Committee on Claims have been 
once or twice deceived, all balances due from the 
Government to individuals should be disallowed, 
The sum and substance of that argument is, there- 
fore, that we ought not to pay any claiin whatever 
because a few mistakes have been made by the 
Committee on Claims. ‘ 

I have investigated the case now under consi. 
eration thoroughly. When I commenced the in- 
vestigation I entertaine d strong prejudice S against 
the claim, but my prejudices were dispelled by the 
facts elicited during my examination of the case, 
I find the fact to be this: that on the books kept 
at the time that this debt was contracted by the 
Government, a larve balance stands credited to the 
I also find, that when these accounts 
were shortly afterwards transterred to other books, 


| this balance was likewise transferred, and appears 
in another place. 


The proof, then, is, that the 
claimant left this country and went to the Island 


| of San Domingo, where he was killed, during the 


negro insurrection that overthrew the government 
of that island. 

In all the books, this balance is put down as 
coming to the claimant. The individuals who 
have presented this petition are his heirs, and the 
fact that they knew nothing about the existence of 
the claim sufficiently accounts for their not pre- 
senting their petition before. 

I have taken much pains to give this case a 


trator of the estate of James Lecaze; which was |! thorough and careful examination, because | was 


| read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 


| tee of the Whole. 


The report accompanying said bill having been 


| read— 


Mr. WESTCOTT. I feel constrained to vote 
against all bills of this character, based merely upon 
these old balances found canceled on the treasury 
books. I will state some facts as to this class of 


| claims, which should induce great caution by Con- 
gress in allowing them. Atthe last session a claim 


was presented hy the representatives of a gentle- 
man named Cox, of New Orleans, founded upona 
balance, | believe, of thirteen or fourteen hundred 
dollars, stated in a certificate of the Fourth Auditor 
of the ‘Tressury to stand on the books of his office 
open and in favor of Cox for stores sold to the 
navy agent. Being referred to the Committee on 
Claims in the other House, it reported in favor of 
the claim, and I believe the bill passed the Honse 


_ and was sent here. If not, a petition was presented 


dollars, and that it was to be derived from the sale | 


of lands which had been obtained from the Indians. 
The land had been held for some time at five dol- 
lars per acre, and some of it had been disposed of 
at that price, but it had been thought advisable to 
reduce the price to two dollars and a half per acre. | 
The money which ought to have been devoted to 


| 
| 


the payment of this claim, which was of long 


6 





here and referred go the Committee on Claims. 
The committee were about reporting in favor of 
the claim, when it was suggested that Mr. Cox 
was a wealthy merchant and a strict business man 
of high respectability, not likely to let such a claim 
remain unsettled; and it was recollected that he had 
once been sued as security of the navy agent, and 
the case decided by the Supreme Court; and the So- 
licitor of the Treasury, Mr. Gillet, being applied 
to, that vigilant officer hunted up the record of the 
suit, and found that Cox had claimed to set off this 
identical balance claimed as against the United 


States in that suit, and that it had been allowed to || Again: the secon 


him. The mode of settlement was the cause of 
the omission by the clerks to enter the credit on the 
books. Mr. Cox had died, and most probably some 
one of these persons who make a business of hunt- 
ing up those old balances, and kindly advising the 
representatives of deceased parties of the existence 
of them, informed his adminstrators of its standing 


prejudiced against it at the outset on account of 
its long standing, and I have been convinced that 
it isa just and true claim for means actually fur- 
nished tothe United States when they needed aid, 
I have never seen any claim that stood upon a 
better foundation than that upon which this claim 
rests. 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, itis no reason that 
aclaim should be admitted because a balance is 
found upon the register in favor of the clammant, 
In every case of this kind there are two points 
which should be considered: 

First. Is the claim preferred against the Gov- 
ernment supported by such proof as to justify the 
inference that the party in whose favor tis pre- 
ferred is entitled to receive it? P 

Second. Have the heirs a legal right, as admin- 
istrators of the affairs of the deceased, to collect 
the claim? 

And now, with reference to the first point, is it 
established, sir, in the case before us? The regia- 
ter is resorted to for proof in this case. But the 
register is by no means a guide as to whether there 
be a balance for or against any individual. I be- 
lieve that there are balances standing on those books 
against the most distinguished men of the country. 
I think I have seen balances on them against John 
Adams, Albert Gallatin, and -many other of our 
most distinguished citizens, which balances, it 
cannot be doubted, had long since been liquidated; 
and there is a strong presumption that this claim 

has been in some way paid. 
point, mentioned as being 
| necessary to be established, has not, it seems to 


'| me, been.satisfactorily settled. 1 see no proof that 


the claimants in this particular case are heira, 
They show no facts which go to prove that they 
are the legal heirs of the party to whom the amount 
claimed is said to have been originally due, Well 


|| now, sir, this balance belongs to the creditors of 
open, and then comes the petition to Congress. | 


that party. They are entitled to all personal as- 


| There have been several cases of like character |! sets, and, if there be no creditors, then it belonged 


| 


before the Committee on Claims at former sessions. 
The fact that balances are found open in an old 


| to the heirs. : 
How long, sir, has this matter jain without 
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being claimed either by the creditors or heirs of the 
original party? It has lain nearly seventy years, 
and no claim has been made during that long pe- 
riod. And now, since 1844, some one has taken 
out letters of administration, after a lapse of fifty 

ears, and comes up here and demands this old 
eet These le tte rs, sir, have heen taken out 
for the express purpose of securing this balance. 
The clerk has given information of its existence to 
some one, who has hetched up this claim, and 
Senators are now calling upon us to pay this bal- 
ance to somebody who has no right to it whatever. 
I contend that the party before us has no right, 
either as creditor, heir, or administrator, to come 
before us and ask usto pay this money tohim. If 
there was alialance due to fthe original party, I 
think, from the lapse of time that has rolled away 
without any claim bemg made for it, that he had 
no creditors or hrirs. At all events, since the 
claim has been neglected for more thansixty years, 
I think it is not worth while fos us to reco "nize it 
at this time. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate without 
amendment; and the question being put upon or- 
dering the bill to a third reading, it was decided in 
the negative, 

The Senate next proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of Charles Waldron. 

Mr. YULEE moved to amend the bill by the 
addition of a clause authorizing the adjustment of 
all claims of the same character, upon satisfactory 
evidence of their validity being presented. F 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, I appre- 
hend that the amendment offered by the honorable 
Senator from Florida [Mr. Yuiee)| draws too wide 
a margin, and leaves recom for a great deal of im- 
posiuon. I would prefer that this bill should lie 
over or pass on its ow” merits; and it seems to me 
that we should adopt, as a general principle, that 
which is embodied in the amendment. 

Mr. YULEE. The report seems to me to, be a 
very full and distinct one. I supposed, as it was 
being read, that no member of the Senate present 
could fail to be convinced of the correctness with 
which the committee has acted. 

The intention of the amendment is simply this: 
that where a quartermaster of the United States 
has purchased jrom a citizen supplies for the public 
use, and has failed to account for the disposition 
made of the supplies thus purchased, the citizen 
of whom the purchase was made shall net be called 
to account for that disposition. Nothing can be 
plainer than that. An officer of the United States 

yurchases my corn, and gives me a certificate that 

have sold and delivered it to him, for the use of 
the army; I apply at the department for payment, 
and | am told that the officer has not accounted to 
the Government, and because he has not thus ac- 
counted, the Government refuses to pay for my 
corn, although I can prove that I have actually 
delivered it to the proper officer. Nothing can be 
more plain or more simple than that the citizen who 
sells should be secured against the possibility of the 
proper officers not accounting to the United States. 
Phe Government may secure itself against the 
action of its own officers. It seems to me to be 


such a plain and self-evident principle that no delay 


ought to ensue before it ts adopted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, the objec- 
tion | have to this amendment is a direct and 
practicol one. Ulere is a special bill, reported for 
a special case, and the Senator from Florida [Mr. 
Ycee] proposes, by his amendment, to ingraft a 
general principle upon this special bill. Now, sir, 
that, in my judgment, is very dangerous and un- 
safe legislation. If this principle should be adopt- 
ed, and’ extended to all cases, let us make tt in the 
manner in which a general law is usually made, 
and not bring a bill before Congress for a special 
purpose, and legislating for a special case, and 
then ingraft upon it a general principle, which is 
to have authority in all time hereafter. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. ‘The Senator from New 
York [Mr. Diexixson] is not aware of all the 
facts in this ease. This is a bill from the House. 
When the bill was before the House, the Claims 
Committee there examined it thoroughly, and 
made an able report, which is among the papers. 
The House committee’s report, I can properly 
state, (as | believe | drew the report of the Senate 
committee,) exhibits the case much more fully 
and ably than that which has just been read. It 
shows, in a striking manner, the impropriety of 


' disallowing claims for subsistence stores sold to a 


quartermaster in the United States service, unless 
the citizen who sells them to him can prove that 
he purchased no more than the troops were enti- 
tled to; that the officer had dealt them out in legal 
quantities according to the regulations, and had 
rendered his accounts fully and fairly. [ concede, 
in all cases of well-founded suspicion of collusion 
between the vender of the stores and the officer pur- 
chasing them, the accounting officers should prop- 
erly suspend their allowance, and send the parties 
to Congress. But the notion that a citizen, who 
sells flour, or corn, or pork, or beef, to a quarter- 
master in service, for a fair price, and honestly, and 
without any collusion, must first ascertain whether 
the officer has already purchased the quantum al- 
lowed by law, and must then see that he deals it 
out to the troops legally, and then render his vouch- 
ers and accounts properly, and if any of the arti- 
cles have been destroyed by the enemy, lost at 
sea, or burnt on land, or sea-damaged and con- 
demned, he must furnish the proof of it, and, in fact, 
to make the ciuzen vender a surely to the amount 
of his sale for the officer’s good conduct, is per- 
fectly preposterous. 
is abhorrent to justice, and it is a most miserable 
policy. Why, sir, no citizen who has any pru- 
dence, under such rule, will sell to a quartermaster 
any corn, or beef, of pork, under two or three 
prices. It would lead to collusive speculations. 
Honest sales, at just prices, and from patriotic 
motives, would be discouraged, however great the 
straits of the service. This rule was denounced by 
the House committee, and also by the Senate com- 
mittee, and I have no doubt the Senate will agree 
with them. I have heard of no Senator who sus- 
tains the rule. I admit, as 1 said before, that in 
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It is not only absurd, but it | 


cases of suspected collusion, the seller should be , 


held to strict proof; and it is safe, where doubts 
exist, founded on evidence, to send the parties to 
Congress; but the United States are responsible, 
and not the individual citizen, for the misfeasance 
or nonfeasance of its own officer, who purchases 
articles of such citizen under color of his official 
station. I have no feeling as to this bill. Though 
the bill states the articles were sold in Florida, the 
claimant resides in Maine, I believe. [Mr. BRAD- 
BURY: Ohio.] But 1 have no patience with the 
rule enforced init by the accounting officers, and 
[ think the bill ought to pass to nullify it. 

Mr. DICKINSON. My attention has not been 
ealled particularly to this bill, and therefore I have 


not spoken in opposition to it, but against extend-~ 
ing it to a principle, as eg by the amendment | 


of the Senator from 
Yuves.] 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, I was a 
member of the Committee of Claims which re- 


Florida at my right, [Mr. 


ported this bill, and concurred with the committee | 


in the result at which they arrived, that the bill 
ought to be passed; but I did not concur in some 
of the reasons for the result arrived at by the com- 
mittee, as the honorable Senator from Florida 
{Mr. Westcor?] will recollect. I did not concur 
in the condemnation of the accounting officers in 
regard to the principle which they have adopted. 
On the contrary, it has appeared to me that the ac- 


counting officers have adopted precisely the correct | 


principle. I understand it to be this: that where a 
quartermaster who is authorized to contract for 
supplies for the army does not account for provis- 
ions purchased, showing thaf they went for the 
use of the army, or has purchased an over-supply, 
they refuse to allow the account. I apprehend 
they are correct in so doing. They have their 
regulations. ‘These regulations are well under- 
stood by officers of the army. They are regula- 
tions calculated to protect the treasury, and they 
are regulations under which the army can be, or- 
dinarily, supplied. 

Now, whea there are applications that do not 
come within these rules; for instance, where the 
quartermaster has purchased a larger quantity than 
he should, or has purchased provisions for the 
army and squandered them, I think it is proper 
that the vender should be turned over to Congress, 
and that the matter should be investigated, not at 
the department, but investigated elsewhere, that 


Dee. 2], 


may be just. It is true that the quartermaster} 
certified that he received the provisions, byt “a 
has not brought himself within the rules | . 
we are authorized to allow it. 
investigated by Congress,”’ 
Then the question is presented for our conside, 
ation, What will we do? Here is the ‘proper 9°. 
cer of the United States army, who siates thay ), 
has purchased of the petitioner provisions for the 
army, and he has never received payment for they 
at the department, and that, under the rules y 
they have established, they cannot allow the 
ment. There is no question in regard to the pur. 
chase. There is no question in regard to the fy» 
that the claimant.has sold provisions to an offers 
who was authorized to makea purchase. Hence 
I think, that in this case we should allow the claim 
of the petitioner, which is trifling in amount, Th» 
principle is correct, and Congress should allow the 
claim. ; 
I am opposed to the amendmenf offered by the 
honorable Senator from Florida, [Mr. Yeuurg} 
that this should be made a general principle, anq 
that the department should be instructed in ij 
cases of this kind to make the allowance. I think 
that gill such claims should come before Coneress 
and be examined, and for that reason I oppose the 
amendment. If that amendment be withdrawn or 
voted down, I should be pleased at the passave of 
this bill, and would give it my hearty support. 
Mr. YULEE. I would suggest that the bill be 
passed over, and before it is called up again [ wil} 
prepare a general bill with appropriate restric. 
tions. 
Mr. Yvree then withdrew his amendment, and 
the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
: Tuvurspay, December 21, 1848. 


Another member appeared and took his seat, 
viz: from the State of New York, Mr. Rosenrt L, 
Rose. 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House cause to be re- 
turned to the public printer the copies of the Report of Lieu- 
tenant Abert, Lieutenant Cook, and the Journal of Captain 
Johnson, respectively, now in the folding-room, in order 
that they may not be detached from the document ordered 
to be printed by this House. 

Resolved, That Executive document No. 41, as ordered 
to be printed by the House, being the Report of Lieutenant 
Colonel Emory, Lieutenant Cook, and the Journal of Cap- 
tain Johnson, be bound together in one volume, and that 
the Committee on Accounts be, and they are hereby, autho- 
rized to contract for the binding of the same. 


Mr. McLANE desired to know whether that 
resolution proposed to bind the report of Lieuten- 
ant Emory together with the other reports? If so, 
he objected to the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was in order, 
and the question was on its adoption. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, and other gentl:- 
men called for the reading of the resolution; which 
was again read. 

Mr. McLANE said he hoped this House would 
not adopt the resolution. The three or four re- 
ports named therein, if bound together, would con- 
stitute a book of some 600 or 700 pages; and bound 
in the manner in which the Patent Office report 
had been, gentlemen could understand at once that 
the book would go to pieces almost in transportation 
in the mail, but it would certainly go to pieces be- 


| fore it could be read by any of our fellow-citizens 


to whom it should be sent. The report of Lieu- 


| tenant Emory was a report of a totally different 


character from any of the others. It was a scien- 
tific work; a work full of the most abstruse, scien- 
tific calculations and observations. Honorable 
gentlemen would find it their pleasure to distribute 
this work toa different class of citizens from those 
to whom they would send the geographical report 
of Captain Johnson. The report of Captain John- 


| son was an interesting memoir of his march fol- 


lowing the army; that of Captain Cook was of 8 
military character; that of Lieutenant Emory was 


| the report of a topographical officer, especially as- 


there may be public exposure of the officer who | ; , 4 
to the country, mixed up with some half dozen 


thus violates his duty. I think, then, that itisa 
safe and wise ruie which they have adopted. 

So much in regard to the rule. Hence the ac- 
counting officers were correct in saying, ‘ We 


signed to his duty as such. Now, he submitted 
whether this House would send forth this report 


geographical memoirs? Would they, furthermore, 


send it out bound in this loose manner, constitu- 


ting a volume of some 600 or 700 es? It 


cannot allow the payment in this case. His claim |) would fall to pieces before it reached their constitu- 


























pat, 


int- 


TP eae eae. oe 


ents. 
such action. ) 4 
~ Mr. CONGER said the history of the matter 


was simply this: The reports of Lieutenants Em- 
ory, Abert, and Cook, and the journal of Captain 
fohnson, were all sent in together to this House 
from the War Department, and were ordered to 
be printed by this House as one and the same doc- 
If they did not treat of one and the same 
subject, their subjects were at least so similar in 
their nature as to make it very proper, in the esti- 
mation of thissHouse, as well as of the Committee 
on Printing, to have them so printed. It was suf- 
ficient to say, that according to the order of this 
House, they had been printed together as one doc- 
ament. A resolution had been adopted by this 
House at the last session, authorizing the Clerk of 
this House to contract for the binding of that doc- 
ument. Without any other direction or order of 
this House, the Clerk of the House had taken it 
upon himself to cause the reports of Lieutenants 
Abert and Cook and the journal of Captain John- 
son, to be detached from the report of Lieutenant 
Emory, and sent into the document room, to be 
jaid upon the desks of members, ‘This action, in 
the estimation of the Committee on Printing, was 
opposed not only to the direction and order of the 
House, as made in the adoption of the report of 
the Committee on Printing authorizing the print- 
ing of 10,000 extra copies of this work, but was 
also opposed to the order of this House, th the 
adoption of the resolution reported from the Com- 


yinent. 


mittee on Accounts, authorizing the binding of | 


this document. For himself, he saw no warrant 
for the Clerk having ordered the reports he had 
named to be detached from the report of Lieuten- 
ant Emory, and placed upon the desks for distri- 
bution. The House had authorized the printing 
and binding of these reports as one document. 
He had before him the reports of Lieutenants 
Abert, Cook, and Captain Johnson, which made 
buta small portion of the work as ordered printed; 
and the document (as stitched together by the 
direction of the Cierk of the House) commenced 
with page 423. He undertook to say that the 
Clerk would have as much authority to detach and 
print separately a part of the President's annual 
message and accompanying documents. For him- 
self, he regarded this as a matter of some import- 
ance, and it was no objection in his mind, that the 
document, when bound together, made a large 
volume. Altogether, it only comprised six hun- 
dred and fourteen pages—a document not too large 
to be bound up in one and the same volume. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, said, the gentle- 
man from New York had informed this House that 
the document would contain only 614 pages; but he 
had neglected to tell them that there were two very 
large maps accompanying, which would be very 
cumbersome if the work was bound in one volume. 
He was satisfied if it was bound altogether, and 


in the quality of binding proposed, it would not | 


hold together at all; but by taking the reports as 
stitched together under the order of the Clerk— 
by taking the reports of Lieutenants Abert and 
Cook, and the journal of Captain Johnson, and 
binding with them the map of Lieutenant Frémont, 
it would make a very respectable volume; and the 
report of Lieutenant Emory, with a map, would 
also be a very sizable vOlume. He was satisfied 
they should be bound in two volumes, and that 
there should be added thereto the last report and 
the map of Colonel Frémont. 

He moved to amend the resolution, as fellows: 

Strike out all after the word * resolved,” and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 


“ That the report of Lieutenant Emory, with the accom- 
panying maps, be bound in one volume ; and that the reports 


of Lieutenant Abert, of Lieutenant Cook, and Captain John- | 


80n, together with a like number of the last report of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Frémont, with the accompanying maps or- 
dered by the Senate, be bound together in one volume also; 
and the Committee on Accounts be, and they are hereby, 


authorized and instructed to contract for the binding for the 
same.”? 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said, that if the 
House determined to bind the reports of Major 
Emory, and of Lieutenant Abert, Lieutenant Col- 
onél Cook, and Captain Johnson, in one volume, 
it would have to order the binding to be done ina 
much firmer and stronger manner than that in 
Which the report of Major Emory was now exe- 
cuted; that binding, from the very small sum paid, 
was very badly done, in fact only pasted, and the 
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the volume were swelled to six hundred pages by 
the addition of the other renorts and of the very 


‘cument No. 4], it 
would be absolutely necessary to order the | ° 
to be strongly executed. He thought that it would 
be better to have the reports in two separate vol- 
umes; this, to be sure, would disarrange the paging. 
but it would secure the @ooks from destruction: 
for if bound together in the style in which the 
binding was gene rally executed “here, the re ports 
would very soon effect their own separation. 
Major Emory’s work treated of the route to 
New Mexico, and from Santa Fé, by way of the 
Gila, to the Pacific; it embraced a large body of 


extensive maps published with do 


nuing 


| astronomical observations, and treated, beside, of 


the geology and botany of the country through 
which the army of the west had passed; the lati- 
tudes and longitudes of a number of important 
positions had been ascertained with accuracy by 
the method of lunar distances, and by chrono- 
metric observations; and the book was, beside, one 
of great interest. - 

The work of Lieutenant Abert treated of New 
Mexico alone; the reports of Lieutenant Colonel 
Cook and of Captain Johnson, of the route to 
California, where the latter was unfortunately 
killed in the battle of San Pasqual. ‘These works 
might therefore be properly bound together, or 
separately, as the House pleased; but if bound 
together, Mr. E. remarked that the binding must 
be ordered to be more strongly executed than had 
generally been done. All these reports were highly 
instructive, and gentlemen might be less properly 
occupied than in their perusal. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, said he agreed 
with those gentlemen who had expressed the opin- 
ion that these reports should be bound separately 
for distribution. The gentleman who had reported 
the resolution from the Committee on Printing had 
referred to the resolution which had been reported 
from the Committee on Accounts, and which had 
been adopted, under which Lieutenant Emory’s re- 
port was ordered to be bound up separately. Le 
read the order directing the printing, which pro- 
vided that ‘* 10,000 copies of each of said reports. 
be printed for the use of the House.’’ The gen- 
tleman from New York had said that these reports 


| had been ordered to be printed together. He (Mr 


K.)- had never so understood it, and he believed 
the Com-mittee on Accounts, who reported the 
resolution for binding, only understood that Lieu- 
tenant Emory’s report was to be bound; and, under 


| the direction of the Committee on Accounts, the 


| extent. 


Clerk had ordered the binding of Lieutenant 
Emory’s report, which was a large volume of 
itself, containing maps and plates to a considerable 
It had not been the intention of the com- 
mittee to order the binding of anything except 
Lieutenant Emory’s report. He desired that these 
reports, which were separate and distinct reports, 
which had been submitted by the War Department 
as such, should be bound up or stitched in distinet 
and separate documents, so that they might be 


distributed throughout the country in a manner | 


more general and extensive than they could be if 
they were bound up in on@document. Besides, 
he wished the House to understand that these re- 
ports could not be bound up in one volume without 
a good deal of delay. 

Mr. CONGER said there was a resolution pro- 
viding for the printing of a number of extra copies 
of Lieutenant Frémont’s report, which had been 
referred to the Committee on Printing, and which 
was'still before that committee, for consideration. 
He hoped, therefore, that the House would not 
adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania, [Mr. Browy.] 


He read the letter of the Secretary of War cov- 


| ering the reports in question, and treating them 


(he considered) as one document; and he said that 


| when the House ordered these reports printed, it 
| was with the understanding that they were to 


make one entire document, and the Committee on 
Printing so understood the matter. 
would also recollect, from a subsequent report 
made from the Committee on Printing, that they 
had been thus printed. It was now the province 


of the House to decide whether they should thus | 


| be bound also, or whether the report of Lieuten- 


ant Emory should be detached from the other re- 
ports, and bound separately. 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


was egreed to; and the resolution, as amended, 


ks were now dropping to pieces; if, therefore, i was adopted. 


. 


Gentlemen | 
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PETITIONS. 
Petitions (the States being called for that pur- 
pose) were presented by Messrs. Eckert, Tnomp- 
son of Virginia, Morris, Morse of Louisiana, 
Fickuty, and others. 

The State of Maryland being called in its order— 

Mr. EVANS rose and said, that he had been 
requested by the messengers who had borne to the 
seat of the General Government the electoral votes 
of the several States for President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, to present a petition, 
Mr. E. was proceeding to make a remark, to the 
effect (as the reporter understood, though hearing 
very imperfectly) that if he thought there was 
anything disrespectful in the peuiuion, he should 
not have offered it—— 

When the SPEAKER interposed and said, that 
it was not in order to submit any remarks, except 
by unanimous consent. t 

[Several calls for information as 
tition was. 

_ Mr. EVANS said he would move that the peti- 
tion be laid upon the table and printed. 

Hewas proces ding toexplain that the me ssengers 
held a meeting here last nighi—-— 

The reading of the petition was called for. 

The Clerk proceeded to read it. It was signed 
by three gentlemen, and sets forth the satisfaction 
which they experienced that the law for the reduc- 
tion of the mileage of messengers bearing electoral 
votes had been tested by experience; congratulating 
Congress on the success of this example of re- 
trenchment and reform, and recommending its 
extension to Congress, &c., &e. 

The memorial had not been read through, when 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the further reading be dispensed with. 

[Cries of * Let it be read.’’| 

The reading having been concluded, and the 
names read— 

The SPEAKER stated that the question would 
be on laying the petition on the table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that it be referred 
to the Committee on Mileage. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to lay on 
the table would be first in order. 

And the question being taken, the petition was 
laid on the table. 

The question was then 
print, and it was rejected. 


to what the pe- 


taken on the motion to 


SLAVE TRADE IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. GOTT offered the following resolution, and 
demanded the previous question thereon: 


Whereas the traffic now prosecuted in this metropolis of 
the Republic in human beings, as chattels,,is contrary to 
natural justice and the fundamental principles of our politi- 
cal system, and is notoriously a reproach to our country 
throughout Christendom, and a serious hinderance to the 
progress of republican liberty among the nations ef the 
earth: Theretere, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Coluin- 
bia be instructed to report a bill, as soon as practicable, pro 
hiviting the slave trade in said District. 


The resolution having been read— 

Mr. HARALSON moved that it Le laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH and Mr. GOTT de- 
manded the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

And the resolution having been again read— 

The question on the motion of Mr. Hararson 
was taken, and resulted—yeas 81, nays 85, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Barringer, Beale, Bedinger, Bo- 
cock, Botts, Boyd, Boydon, Bridges, William G. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Buckner, Bart, Chapman; 
Chase, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, HoWell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, Daniel, 
Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Alexander Evans, Feather- 
ston, Ficklin, Flournoy, French, Fulton, Gaines, Gentry, 
Goggin, Gieen, Willard P. Hail, Haralson, Harmanson, Har- 
ris, Hill, George 8. Houston, John W. Houston, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Lyerson, Jameson, Andrew 
Johnson, Geo. W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kennon, La Sére, 
Levin, Ligon, Lincoln, Lumpkin, McDowell, McLane, 


+) Miller, Morehead, Morse, Outiaw, Peyton, Pilsbury, Pres- 


ton, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simpson, Stanton, Stephens, 
Thibodeaux, Thomas, Richard W. Thompson, Tompkins, 
Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Wiley, Williams, and Wood- 
ward—S1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Belcher, Bingham, Blackmar, Blanchard, 
Brady, Butler, Canby, Collamer, Conger, Cranstor, Crow- 
ell, Cummins, Darling, Dickey, Dickinson, Vtixon, Daniel 
Dunean, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, 
Fisher, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Nathgn K. Hall, 
James G. Hampton, Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, Hub- 
bard. Hudson, Hunt, James H. Johnson, Ketlogg, Daniel P. 
King, Latun, Wiliam T, Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, 
|| Leffler, Lord, Lynde, McIivaine, Horace Mann, Mageh, 
|| Marvin, Morris, Newell, Nicot!, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, 
\) Pettit, Polieck, Putnam, Reynolds, Richey, Robinson, Julius 
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Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. 
John, Silvester, Shiagerland, Smart, Starkweather, Chases 
E. Stuart, Stroh, Strong, Tallmadge, James Thompson, 
William ‘Phompson, Thorston, Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Warren, Wentworth, White, Witniet, and Wilson—so. 


So the House decided thatthe resolution should 
not be laid on the table. 

The question then recurring on the demand for 
the previous quesuon— 

Mr. VINTON rose to inquire of the Chair 
whether the resolution was open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER said it would be open to amend- 
ment if the previous question should not be see- 
onded. ; 

And the question being then taken by tellers 
(Messrs. iy and VENABLE acting in that ea- 


pacity) 0 the demand for the previous question, 
the vote stood: Ayes 85, noes 49. 

So there was a second. 

And the question then being, ‘Shall the main 


” 


question be now putr’’— 

Mr. FEATHERSTON asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. HARALSON said, as this resolution pre- 


sents an important question—more so, perh 


than might be supposed by some—he would move 


that there be a call of the Hous 

The SPEAKER said, that that motion was-not 
mn order after t! 
onded., 

And the question, “Shall the main question be 
now taken’’? was then put, and decided in the 
aftirmative—Yeas 113, nays 63, as follows: 

YEAS —Messis. Abbott, Ashmun, Beale, Bedincer, Releh 
er, Uingham. Blackmar, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd. William 
G. Brown, A\ibert G. Browu, Buri, Canby, Cathcart, Chase 
Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Williamson R. VW. Cobb, 
Collamer, Cofiger, ¢ uston, Crowell, ¢ nimins, Dic key, 
Thekinsoa, Dixon, Daniel Duncan, hdwards, Nathan Evans, 
Faran, Farretiy, Vicklin, Fieher, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Gre 
lev, Gregory, Grinnell, ale, Nathan K. Hath, Hammons 
Harman-on, Harris, Renicy, Henry, hias B. flolmes, G. 
S$. Houston, Uubbard, ttudson, Hunt, Loge, Jameson, An 
drew Johnson, James UH. Johnson, Ceorce .Jones, Kel- 
logy, Kennon, Damel P. ting, Lahm, La Sére, Williram T. 
Luwrence, Siduey Lawrence, iagon, Lord, Lynde, MeCjel- 
land, Metivaine, McLane, Job Mann, Horace Mann, Ma 
Marvin, Aleade, Mioarris, 


iS, 


. . + } ! 
e previous question had been sec- 


, 





orse, Muilin, Newell, Palfrey, 


Peasiee, Peck, Pettit, Pollock, Putuam, Reynolds, Kotin 
son, Rockhill, Juhus Rockwell, Rose, Root, Rumsey, Saw- 
yer, Siivester, Siuipson, Slingerland, Smart, Stanton, Stark- 
eather, Strom, James Thompson, William Thompson. 
Thurston, Trek, Venebte, Wallace, Worre n, Wentu orth, 
White, Wilev, \Wilhams, Wilsen, and Woodward—113, 


NAY I “rs. Adan Barringer, Bocock, Botta, 
Bovdon, Brady. Undves, Buckner, Butler. Chapman, C ce, 
Crisfield, Crozier, Damel, Donnell, Dunn, Minbree, Alex 
ander Evans, Peotherston, Mlournoy, Freedley, reneh, 


vy, Fes 

en, Willard P. Hall, 
Houston, Charles J. 
Irvin, John W. Jones, . 
Butler King, Letiler, Lincoln, Lumpking Me Clernand, Me- 
Dowell, Miller, Morehead, Nicoll, Outlaw, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Pil-bury, Preston, Richey, John A. Rockwell, Shep- 
perd, Truman Smith, Stephens, Charles FB. Stuart, Strong, 
Thibodeaux, Thomas, Richerd VW. ‘Chounsen 
Toombs, Van Dyke, and Vinton 


Fulion, Ginines, Gentry, Gersin, Cr 
James G. Hampton, Hill, Jota W. 


tngersoll, Joseph BR. Ingersoll, 


» Pompkins, 


So the [louse decided that the main question 
should be pow f ken: ; 

Whi m oP 
the resolution 

ir. HOUSTON, of Alabama, and Mr. VEN- 

ABLE ealled for the 
ordered, 

Mr. DONNELL ingnired of the Chair, if it 
would now be in order to move that there be a 
call of the House ? 


yeas and AVS, W hich were 


The SPEAKER answered in the negative. 
And the main question, *Shail the resolution be 
adopted ?*? was then taken, and decided in the 


affirmative—Yeas 98, nays 88, as follows: 
. 


YEAS —Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Beleher, Bingham, 
Blackmar, Blanebard, Butler, Canby, Catheart, Collamer, 
Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Cummins, Darling, Dickey, 
Dickia-on, Dixon, Daniel Dunean, Edwards, Embree, Na- 
than Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedk y, Fries, 
Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan 
K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henley, 
Henry, Elias 8. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph 
R. [ngersoll, Irvin, James H. Johnsen, Kellogg, Danicl P. 
King, Lahm, Wiliam T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, 
Leffler, Lord, Lynde, MeClelland, Mcfivaine, Job Mann, 
Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, Mullin, Newel] 
Nicoll, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, Pettit, Pollock, Putnam, 
Reyuolds, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Julins Rockwell, J. 
A. Rockwell, Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Sherrill, Silves- 
ter, Stingerland, Robert Smith, Starkweather, C. FE. Start, 
Strolin, Talliyadge, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Thurston, Tuek, Turner, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Went- 
worth, White, and Wilson—98, 

NAYSMoe-srs. Adams, Barringer, Beale, Bedinger, Bo- 
cock, Botts, Bowlin, Boyd, Bovdon, Bridges, Witliam G. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Buckner, Burt, 
Chapman, Case, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell 
Cobb, Williainson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, 
Daniel, Donnell, Dunn, Alexander Evans, Featherston, 
Fieklin, Flournoy, Freneh, Fulton, Gaines, Gentry, Goggin, 


a question was on the adoption of 
i i 


Green, Wiliard P. Hall, Hammons, Haratson, Harmanson, 


Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jameson, Andrew Johnson, 
G. W. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, 
La Sé@re, Ligon, Lineoln, Lumpkin, MeChkonand, McDow- 
ell, McLane, Meade, Miller, Morehead, Morse, Outlaw, 
Pendieton, Peyton, Pasbury, Preston, Sawyer, Shepperd, 
Simpson, “mart, Stanton, Stephens, Strong, Thibodeaux, 
Thomas, R. W. Thompson, Tompkins, Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, Wiley, Wilhams, and Woodward—ee, 
So the resolution was adopted, 


Mr. FRIES rose, and desired to inquire whether 
there was not a rule of the House which required 
every member present to vote? And he stated that 
the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. T. Saurn,} 
and the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Caren B. 
Smirn,| were present when the roll was called, and 
had not voted on the resolution which had just 


eat 
been adontecd. 


The SPEAKER said that there was such a rule, 
but was understood to add that there was no power 
to enforce it, exe ept by a vote of censure. 

Mr. ST 
leced question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticnt, rose and said that 
if his name was called, he was ready to vote. 

The SPEAKER said it was too late to vote, ex- 
cent by unanimous consent. 

Mr. STUART now moved that the act by which 
the resolution of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Gorr] had been adopted, be reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote in 
the affirmative? 

Mr. STUART said that he had so voted. He 
proceeded to remark that he had made the motion 
to reconsider from motives which he thonght could 
not be impnened by any gentlieman.on this floor. 


UART, of Michigan, rose to a privi- | 


Harris, Hiti, George &. Houston, John W. Houston. Inge, | 


And upon that question he begged briefly yet dis- | 


tinetly to state the views which had hitherto con- 
trolled, and which would continue to control, his 
action npon this subject. 

Mr. COLLAMER rose to a question of order 
He desired to inquire of the Chair whether this 
motion was now debatable? 

The SPEAKER said, Clearly so. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Is it debatable to-day, 
without going over one day? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that he 


did not remember a case in point; but it seemed | 
to him to be a violation of the spirit of the rule to 


debate a motion to reconsider a vote on a resolu- 
tion when debate on the resolution itself would not 
be in order. The Chair felt dispossd to rule, 


therefore, that the motion to reconsider should go | 


over until to-morrow morning, because it involved 
the general merits of the resolution. If no. objec- 


ra 


, consider should be held debatable on the q 


| members to vote at once, without considera 





ION o 


debate, had been entorced more than once a 


this House; and he thought that - 


R& MOON to pe 
Tee 
ay On 


which it was made, so as, in some degree, to relieve 
iCye 


the House from the etiect of that rule. 

After an inquiry by Mr. COLLAMER— 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, said that he }¢. 
lieved no objection had been made to his proceed. 
ing. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, said tha he 
had a suggestion to make, by which the necessir, 
of any further motion might be superseded jn 4 
very easy manner. He proposed that every sou), 
ern member should withdraw from the Hal! 
leave the debate altogether. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired whether ths 
Speaker had decided the question of order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided tha 
the motion to reconsider is not debatable to-day, 

Mr. INGERSOLL. $I appeal from the decision, 

So the Chair stated the question to be, ‘ Shai the 
opinion of the Chair stand as tbe judgment of the 


» and 


|| House ?’? 


The yeas and nays were asked, and refused, 
Some misunderstanding arose on this point. The 
result was that teliers (Messrs. VENABLE and Ppy. 
DLETON) were appointed. 

The SPEAKER now said, in respect to the de. 


‘cision which had been made, that he believed hie 


had uniformly decided that motions to reconsidey 
always followed in some degree the charactey of 
the business to which they belonged. For exam. 
ple: by the rules of the House, Fridays and Sar. 
urdays were set apart for the consideration of 
private bills. If a motien to reconsider a privaie 
bill were made on a public day, the Chair had de. 
cided that it would go over until private bill day, 
Precisely in the same way with public business: if 
a motion had been made to reconsider a pubic bil! 
on private bill day, the Chair had decided that the 
rule which gave preference to private business over- 
ruled the motion to reconsider, and that the House 
must proceed with private business, 

There was an express rule of the House which 
provided that the Chair should call for petitions, 
reports, and then resolutions, by States, and thai 
no resolution should be debated on the day on 
which it was offered. If, therefore, a motion to 
reconsider a vote by which the House had passed 
a resolution, should be decided to be debatable on 
the day on which it was offered, the effect would 





|| obviously be to interrupt every call of the States 


tion was made, the gentleman wopld now proceed | 


with his remarks. 

Objections were made in several quarters. 

Mr. CORB, of Georgia, said he believed that 
this question had been decided some days ago, on 
a motion made by the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Ronrson,] to reconsider a vote upon a reso- 
lution under the same circumstances. 

The SPEAKER suggested that that had been 
massed over. 

Mr. COBB said, it was true that a motion to re- 
eansider had been held to be debatable on the day 
on which it had been submitted; and that, in the 
ease to which he had just referred, the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Ropinson] had taken the floor 
to address the House, and that the House had, on 
his motion, adjourned, so that he might speak the 
next day. The motion had been made the same 
day. 

The SPEAKER suggested that the States had 
then been called through for resolutions, and that 
the motion had been made after the general busi- 
ness of the House had been gone through with. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I made the motion to recon- 
sider upon the spot. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, was understood to 


suggest that the question of order had not then 
been raised. 


The SPEAKER said, it had not. 


Mn COBB said, he had not understood the 
Chair as having decided the question to-day; and 
he referred to it now in order that it might be de- 
cided. He would not say that the question had 
not heretofore been distinctly made. 


table on the same day on which the original reso- 
lution had been adopted, ifthe motion had been 


But hitherto | 
a motion to reconsider had been considered deba- |! 


for resolutions, and to evade the rule which de- 
clared that they should not be debated. 

In this view of the matter, the Chair decided 
that the motion to reconsider was not debatable 
to day; but that it must lie over, subject to debaie, 
until to-morrow, as the original resolution would 
have done, if the previous question had not been 
called for. 

The question was then taken, Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House? 
and was decided in the affirmative: Ayes 116, noes 
not counted. 

So it was decided that the decision of the Chair 
should stand as the judgment of the House. 

And, accordingly, the motion to reconsider was 
laid over until to-morrow. 

{But to-morrow being private bill day, the 
Speaker, at a subsequent stage of the day’s pro- 
ceedings, stated that private business would, by 
the rules, have the preference; but that it would 


| be for a majority of the House to decide whether 


they would proceed with that order of business, 
or take up the motion to reconsider. } 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. VENTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making ce genes 
for certain fortifications of the United Siates, for 
the year ending 30th of June, 1850; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 10 
be printed. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads, reported the following reso 
| lution; which was read, considered, and agreed (0: 


" 


Resolved, Vinat the Postmaster General be requested to 
communicate to this House any report or letter in his pos 
session from the First Assistant Postmaster General, or any 
other officer of his department, in regard to a system of ré- 


made on the same day. It was, he thought, right || duced postages. 


“ that it should beso. This iron rale compelling '' 


Mr. LYNDE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
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Be ach; 


n the same committee, the 


fror 


Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims — p dicey which ju-tty ue a 
he discharged from the turther consideration of the petition woollen . 
we dis e 


r Cathenne O'Neal, and iat it be referred to the Comuiit- cables, Cordage 
we on Revolutionary Pensions. 
On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, thas are.chacged a, th 
they 


Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Aflairs be dis- 
charged trom the further consideration of the menrorial of 
thna P. Powers, and that it be reterred to the Committee 


on Claims. On motion of Mr. NEWELL, 
Mr. FARRELLY, from the Committee on Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce 
; exp dieney of making an appropriation 


: . : to place buoys at the mouth of Toms river, and at Barnegat 
Harley, accompanied by a report, Im Writings | alt, on the coast of New Jersey ' 


Patents, reported a bill for the relief of James 


which was read twice, and committed te the Com- bill or otherwiss 
Mr. GOGGIN off 


mittee of the Whole, and the biil and report or- 


troduced as follows: 


shin twenty-one north, range eleven east, OQua- 
ehita land district, Louisiana; which was read 


in the discharge of their official duties during the 
late war with Mexico; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


sections, or sections of inferior quality, and for 

other purposes; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
NOTICES OF BILLS, 

Notices of motions for leave to introduce bills 


By Mr. GREGORY: A bill to prescribe the 


terms of the sessions of Congress. 


of John P. Montgomery and other soldiers in the 
late war with Mexico. 


By Mr. BRIDGES: A joint resoiution to con- 


embrace teamsters, and other persons employed 


olutionary army. 


move the following amendment to the rules and 


mittee, it shall be in order for any member or 
members of said committee to present a report or 
reports upon said subject, in his or their own be- 
half, whenever said committee shall be called upon 
for reports:eprovided the majority of said com- | 
mittee shall have failed to offer a report upon said 
subject. ; 
RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the papers || 
relating to the claim of William Y. Hansell, W. H. Under- 


wood, and the legal representatives of Samuel Rockwell, them. 


aud that they be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire as to the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the improvement of Mystic harbor, in the State of Con- | 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, 


applications of persons applying tor patents, and the reasons 
why the business of that department, under the additional 
examiners, has not been sufficiently efficient to answer the 
demands of the_ public. 


quire into the expediency of reporting a bill or joint resolu- | 


of Congress, of all the accounts, vouchers, and warrants 


paid at the treasury of the United States during the prece- | tion of Congress to pass some law in regard to all 
ding fiseal yeac, with the view of ascertaining whether such || the surveys in California? 

Mr. KING was about to reply, when— 

The SPEAKER interposed and said, if debate 


to the accounting officers before the drawing of such war- | 8TS€ upon the resolution, it must take its place | 
rants. |; upon the Speaker’s table. 


warrants, and the expenditures for which they were made, 
were authorized by law, and whether the necessary proofs 
to authorize the allowance of such accounts were furnished 
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Claims, made an adverse report upon the Mr. GREELEY offered the following resolu- 
of the legal representatives of Samuel | tion, which was read aud laid on the table one 
which was laid upon the table, and or- | day, under the rok 
dered to be printed. Reso'ved, That the Ss 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, || bFTeby is, requested to communicate to this House, 
i his judgment incompatible with 

ousderatvions of equi 

ssinent, by the taro 


retary of th 


conmmuncation be 


, and several other descriptions Of inpported 
Inanulactiires, ot rates of dutv tive 
princi raw tater’ from which 


ustified as 
hereto is decmed by hin desirable, 


n of Congress in relation 


he instracted 
to miquire tito tiv 


3 and that they report by 


, red the following preamble 
dered to be printed. and resolution, which were read and avreed to: 
BILLS INTRODUCED. Whereas it was res 


In pursuance of previous notice, bills were in- | Me | er States of 
i erectat Ork, 


rived, on the 2th of Qetober, 1781, by 
in Congress assembled, to 
siinarbie column, “inseribed with 
2 : : = surrender of Earl Cocuwallis to 
By Mr. COLLAMER: A bill for the relief of |) pis Exeen ney General Washington, commancer-in-chiet 
certaill settlers on the sixteenth section in town- of the combined armies of America and Fran 
; » That a committee of one 
from each State be appotuted by the Speaker, to inquire 
» been taken to carry out the objcets 
het been fully 


a succinet narrative of the 


Resolved, therefor 


3 $ . 7 What steps (if any) bay 
wwice, and referred to the Committee on Public | of said resolutions; aud 
Lands. accomplished, to report to this House some practicable pian 

Ae “ AHIM: bill vivine to ‘ks of pav- or scheme for etiecting the object aforesaid, with all such 

By Mr. LAHM: A ; let Pig o clerks of pey matters 10 relation thereto, as may be deemed proper by said 
masters in the army mileage for travel performed | commitioe. 

Mr. FLOURNOY moved tie following resolu- 
tion: 

. ee : i Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 

By Mr. HARMANSON: A Dill authorizing | bia be instrueted to tuquire into the expediency of retroced- 
new selections of land in lieu of worthless school | ing to the State of Maryland all that portion of the District 
: or Columbia not occupied by the public buildings and public 
grounds. 

Mr. FLOURNOY moved the previous question, 
which was seconded; and, under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, moved to recon- 
were given— sider. 


On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, 

vt ‘xs, aa ae Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
By Mr. WICK: A bill for the relief of Slaugh- structed to report a bill providing payment for the loss of 

ton A. Fletcher. horses by our troeps engaged in the Mexican war, under 


By Mr. FEATHERSTON: A bill for the relief || SUch !mttations and instructions as they may deem proper | 


and expedient. 

On motion of Mr. DONNELL, 

Resolved’, ‘hat the heirs of Captain John Slaughter have 
: . leave to withdraw their papers from the Clerk’s otlice, and 
strue the several acts of Congress heretofore passed | that their petition, with the accompanying papers, be re- 


for the relief of revolutionary soldiers, so as to | ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims., 

é Mr. BOTTS introduced the following resolu- 
in transporting baggage and supplies for the rev- — tion, which lies over one day, under the rule: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 


Mr. PALFREY gave notice of his intention te to this House, a full and complete statement of the amount 
of stores, arms, munitions of war, and other property con- 


Ms > és nected with the Quarterinaster’s, Commissary’s, Ordnance, 
orders of the House: To rule 2dth, after the words |) and other departments, that have been sold during the ex- 


‘*he shal resume the next call where he left off,’’ || istence aud since the termination of the war with Mexico; 
insert as follows: And after the expiration of thirty || tozether with the names of the purchasers and those who 
. . conducted the sales, the amountof money realized by such 
days from the referenee of any subject to any com- || gates, and the dtsposition that has been made of the same. 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution to authorize the ap- 
|| pointment of a geologist, to accompany the army 
and navy officers who have been appointed to ex- | 
amine the coasts of California and Oregon; which 
| was read. 
The resolution having been read the first time— 
Mr. KING said that this commission was very 
soon to go to California and Oregon, and it was 
very important that a geologist should accompany 
It was requested by the officers, and 
The SPEAKER interposed, and stated that de- 
|, bate was not in order. 
The resolution having been read a second time— 
Mr. KING asked that it be put upon its pas- 
necticut, with liberty to report by bill or otherwise. sare. 


The SPEAKE 





said the question would be on 


Resolved, That the Committee on Patents inquire into | its third reading and passage, if no motion to refer 
the causes of delay at the Patent Office in examining the |) was made. 


Mr. McCLELLAND moved to refer it to the 
| Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KING appealed to the gentleman not to 
On motion of Mr. HALL, of New York, insist upon the reference, but allow it to be passed | 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means in- | NOW. 

Mr. McCLELLAND would ask the gentleman | 


tion providing for the annual examination, by acommittee | q question: Whether it was not in the contempla- | 
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Mr. McCLELLAND (under an earnesterenewal 
of the request from Mr. Kine) withdrew the mo- 
tion to reter, 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, however, objected 
to the third reading now, and 

The resolution took tts place on the Speaker's 
table. . 

Gnu motion of Mr. EVANS, of Ohio 


Resolved, That the papers of Henry Haines, retitive to his 
ation tora pension, be taken from the files, and re 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Penstous. 


On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

hesolved, That th papers, in the Appr ttion of Joseph 
Ross fora penston, be taken from the files of this House, 
and referred to the Commissioner at Pensions 


On motion of Mr. LA SERE, 
Revolved, That the Committee on Militury Affaire he in- 


. 


structed to inquire to the cominon of the thod appropri 
arcd on the Ytot Mareh, 1847, tor the relief of siek and 
tisabled soldiers discharged from the service of the United 
States, and inte the propriety and expediency of using the 
Hospital ereeted neur New Orleans, in furtherenee of the 
obyeet or said aopropriatien, as an asylum tor disabled sal 
aie Who have been. or niny be, declared from Une military 
service, und Of applving anv woe Xpended. bulunece of the 


betore-mentioned appropriation to the thaimtenanece of the 
proposed wVviau 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, 

Rese 1, Thatthe Comouttee on the Judie be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of amending the laws 
provieige tor the naturalization of foreigners, as to authe- 
rize the clerks of t proper courts to adiminister the oath, 
and issue the flaal certificate of naturalization, ander the 


seais of stich courts, daring the vacation of the same, 


Mr. SMITH, of Hlinois, offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of giving three 
months’ extra pay te all non-commissioned otcers, musi. 
clits, and privates, of the late war with Mexico, who bave 
received or are entitied to bounty land, 


On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, 


Resolved, That the Committers on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of erecting a suitable building for « custom- 
house, Government warehouse, and a United States court 
room, in the city ef Chieago. 


Mr. MeCLERNAND moved the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved. That the present traffic in the public landa 
should cease, and that they should be disposed of 16 oecu- 
pants and cullivators on proper conditions, ai such a price 
as will nearly indemnity the cost of their purchase, manage- 
ment, and sale. 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved the previous ques- 
tion—not seconded, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, moved to lay it 
on the table; 

Which motion was decided in the affirmative, 
by yeas and nays—yeas 104, nays 60—as follows: 


YEAS—-Messrs. Abbott, G. Adams, Barringer, Bayly, 
Beale, Beicher, Blackmar, Bocock, Botts, Boydon, Brady, 
Bridges. William G. Brown, Buekner, Butier, Canby, Chap- 
man, Howell Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, 
Crisfield, Crowell, Crozier, Daniel, Dixon, Donnell, Daniel 
Duncan, Eckert, Edwards, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evana, 
Farrelly, Visher, Flournoy, Preedley, French. Fulton Gaines, 
Gayle, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hele, Nathan K. 
Hall, Hammons, Moses Hampton, Harris, Henry, John W. 
Hiouston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Inge, Irvin, Iverson, 
James H. Johnson, Kellogg, Thomas Builer King, Daniel P. 
King, William 'T. Lawrenee, Levin, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, 
McDowell, Metivaine, Job Mann, Mar-l, Marvin, Meade, 
Miller, Morehead, Mullin, Nicoll, Outlaw, Pendleton, Pey- 
ton, Pollock, Preston, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Rumsey, Shepperd, Silvester, Slingerland, Truman Smith, 
Stephens, Strohm, Strong, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Richard W. 
Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Van Dyke, Venable, Vin- 
ton, Wallace, Warren, White, Wileon, and Woodward—104, 

NAYS—Mesers. Bedinger, Bingham, Bowlin, Albert G. 
Brown, Catheart, Chase, Franklin Clark, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cummins, Derling, Eibree, Faran, Featherston, 
Ficklin, Fries, Giddiags, Green, Greeley, Henley, Hill, 
George 8. Houston, Charles J. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, 
Robert W. Jobneon, George W. Jones, Kennon, Lahm, Sid- 
ney Lawrence, Lefiler, Lineoin, Lynde, MeCietland, Me- 
Clernand, McLane. Morris, Newell, Palfrey, Peasiee, Petrie, 
Pilsbury, Putnam, Kichey, Robinson, Rockhill, Root, Saw 
yer, Sherrill, Smart, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Charles E. Stuart, William Thompson, Thurston, Tompkine, 
Toombs, Turner, Wentworth, Wick, and Wiley—60. ~ 


And then the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Frmay, December 22, 1545. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
Ephraim F. Gilbert, of New York, praying for a 
settlement of certain claims against the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. : 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Nathan 
Weston, asking for additional pay; which was 
referred to the Committee on Miltary Affairs, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
|| Charles J. Burgess, asking for bounty land and 
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extra p@y for services; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs . 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the petition of 
Thomas Fillebrown was ordered to be taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the petttion 
of Archibald Williams and Charles Gritin was 
ordered to be taken from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. METCALFE, the petition of 
Sally Ross was withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate. 

BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, pursuant to no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
granting to the State of Louisiana acres ot 
land for internal improvement; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Cleimns, reported House bill for the relief of J. B. 
Smith and Simeon Darden, with an amendment, 
and asked the immediate consideration of the bill; 
which was agreed to. 

The bill gives $100 for the apprehension of a 
mail robber; and the amendment strikes out the 
interest on that sum. 

The bill was then considered as in Committee of 
the Whole; the amendment was agreed to; and the 
bill, as amended, was reported to the Senate, and 
read a third time and passed. 


CHAIRMAN OF MILITARY COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BENTON moved that he be excused trom 
serving as chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The motion waa agreed to; and, on motion of 
Mr. DIX, Mr. Davis of Mississippi was ap- 
pointed as chairman of said committee. 





} reached the Senate. He did not see the chairman 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to consider the bill for ascertaining claims 
and titles ofeland within the Territory of Califor- 
nia and New Mexico, to grant donation rights, 
and to provide for the survey of the lands therein. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, the further consid- 
eration of the bill was postponed till Tuesday next, 
and made the special order for that day. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following reso- 

lution; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Distriet of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency and propri- 
ety of the retrocession of said District to tie State of Mary- 
land. 

Mr. BREESE introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


lishing 4 mail route from Hennepin, in Puteam county, Ile 
nois, to Magnolia, in the same county and State. 

Mr. CLARKE introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether there has been any alteration in 
our consular system in the Chinese and Turkish empires; and 
also, whether any consul ofthe United States, or the commer- 
cial house with which he is connected, has been, or is en- 
gaged in any trade, in violation of the laws of said empires; 
with power to send for persons and papers, and report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, submitted the 

> ) . 
following resolution; which lies over under the 
rule: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish the Senate with a copy of an official de 
spatch from Mr. Wheaton to the Sceretary of State, dated at 
Berlin, the i7th December, 1845. concerning a communica 
tion between the Atiantic and Pacitic Oceans, and the Medi- 
terfanean Sea, with such map or maps as uccompunied the 
same. 

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, 

Ordered, ‘That the Secretary of the Senate cause each of 
the newspapers that have contracted to publish the debates 
of the Senate, to be furnished with a copy of the documents 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion, 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet on Tuesday next. 


PRINTING OF REPORTS. 

Mr. ALLEN rose to ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Printing when it was expected that 
the Senate would be able to get any of the reports 
of the departments from the public printer? It 
was now the close of the third week of the session, 
and not a copy of either of these reports had, 





of the committee in his seat, but he hoped some 
member of the committee was present who might 
be able to give the information he asked for. 

No answer was made to the interrogatory. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Reuben Perry and Thomas Ligon; which was 
reported to the Senate without amendment. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, | 
and was read a third time and passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the relief of John P. Baldwin; when— 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved that its further con- 
sideration be postponed until to-morrow; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CORWIN. Mr. President, there was a, 
motion made yesterday to transfer the bill for the 
relief of Cadwalader Wallace to the general calen- 
dar. I move that the Senate now reconsider the 
vote taken on that subject. . 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. CORWIN. The bill now stands on the 
calendar as a proposition lying on the table. | 
move that the bill be taken.up for consideration. 

‘The motion prevailed. 

Mr. CORWIN. I merely wish, at this time, to 
call the attention of the Senate to this bill. Ido 
not propose to take up the subject for final action 
to-day, for Lam aware, that when the Senate shall 
come to look into it, there is likely to be found, in 
certain quarters, some opposition to its passage, 
especially if it should be taken up and pressed to 
its passage without a full and fair consideration of 
the subject, and of the report of the committee 
made at the last session, which discloses, to some 
extent, the ground on which the bill proceeds. I 
move now, Mr. President, to make this bill the 
special order for Thursday next, which I believe 
is the day set apart for the consideration of private 
bills. 

Mr. KING. Why then make it a special order ? 

Mr. CORWIN. Before the question is taken 
upon this motion I beg leave to refer the Senate 


| 


| to one or two general propositions which, deter- 


mined affirmatively, will insure the passage of the 
bill. But if the Senate take an adverse view of 
the matter, it will have to undergo, perhaps, an 
elaborate discussion before the Senate will be able 
to decide upon it. 

This is a claim for seventy-five thousand dollars, 
founded upon a land claim in the survey of what 
is called the Virginia military lands, or the Vir- 
ginia reservation, in the State of Ohio. Now, l 
hope that such Senators as are desirous of giving 
an intelhgent vote upon this bill, (as all doubtless 
are,) will take the trouble to look into the report 
which has been made upon the subject, and ac- 


‘ quaint themselves with the facts upon which this 


claim is predicated. I will refer to but one or two 
facts at present, which involve considerations such 
as | think ought to influence every mind. 

We all know, in the year 1784 the State of Vir- 
ginia, in compliance with a resolution passed by 
Congress at the time, transferred her right to the 
whole Northwestern ‘lerritory to the United States. 
1 should state, however, that, about the year 1739, 
the State of Virginia proposed to give to her mili- 
tary officers and soldiers a certain amountof bounty 
land. ‘There were two sorts of troops included in 
this grant—what was called the Continental estab- 
lishment and the Virgania State line. ‘They sets 
apart lands in the State of Kentucky, which be- 
longed to them, for the satisfaction, at first, of | 
these claims. Subsequently it was found out that 
there was not good land enough reserved in Ken- 
tucky to satisfy these claims; and, at the time. 
when this deed of cession was made, in 1784, it | 
was prescribed in that deed that all the country | 
between the Little Miami and Scioto rivers, in the | 
State of Ohio should be reserved for the satisfac- | 
tion of the bounty land claims due to officers and | 
soldiers of the Virginia State line and the Con- | 
tinental establishment if the lands reserved in 
Kentucky should prove insufficient. In the year | 
1790, as any one may see by reference to the Uni- | 
ted States laws, Congress passed an act recognizing | 
the fact that the good lands reserved in Kentucky | 
had failed to satisfy these claims, and authorizing | 
the holders of warrants to locate them on the reser- , 
vation in Ohio, between these two rivers. Prior | 


' 
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_ warrants had proceeded to make their loca 








_ Dec. 29 


tions » 
These location : 


that good land without law. ~ 

: . NS Were 
afterwards legalized. They have continued ¢,. 
1790, and have been going on even down to, 
present tume. In 1802 a law was passed —indee4 
previous to that time a law was passed by Cy, 
gress—authorizing the survey and sale of the (>... 
gress lands in the State of Ohio. ~The public land 
in the Northwestern Territory were called Congress 
lands, to distinguish them from the military lands 
Now, in opening the surveys of these Coneress 
lands, it was necessary to ascertain the boundary 
between them and this Virginia reservation, To 
that end, in the year 1802, the Executive Goverp. 
ment here authorized a surveyor by the name os 


j from 


| Ludlow, well known in this country, to run a 


direct line distinguishing the boundary of this 
reservation. 

In discharging the duties of thiscommission, M; 
Ludlow first ascertained the source of the Little 
Miami river, and from thence he undertook to ry» 
a straight line to what was by him supposed to by 
the source of the Scioto river, which line, if j, 
had been accomplished, would have been the trye 
boundary. He proceeded, however, only aboy 
forty miles, for, upon reaching the Indian country, 
he was stopped bya tribe of Indians who woyi) 
not allow him to proceed, and, consequently, he 
never found the source of the Scioto. However 
Mr. Ludlow returned his survey, thus half finished, 
as furnishing the boundary of the reservation, to 
the Surteyor General’s office, and upon the basis 
of this survey the Government proceeded to ou. 
thorize the survey and sale of Congress lands jn 
that region. Afterwards, it was found out that 
this line went too far to the eastward; and, if carried 
out, would strike the Scioto river a considerable 
distance below its source. Of course, this line 
could not be the true boundary. But the reserva. 
tion of the country between these two rivers being 
a matter of compact between the United States and 
Virginia, it is obvious that neither party, without 
the consent of the other, could settle what should 
be the true boundary. Congress, therefore, in the 
year 1804, passed a law proposing that this line 
of Ludlow’s should be extended, in the direction 
already taken, to the Scioto river; and if within two 


| years from the passage of this act Virginia should 


consent, it should be held and recognized as the 
boundary of the Virginia military reservation— 
thus recognizing on the part of Virginia her concur- 
rent right to establish this line. But Virginia gave 


' no consent. 


I will here remark that on a subsequent occasion, 


a judicial decision was had upon the conflicting 


claims arising out of this state of things, and the 


| question being brought before the Supreme Court, 


j 
| 
| 
| 


it was held and decided in two cases that neither 
of these parties—the United States or the State 
of Virginia—could settle this boundary without the 
consent of the other. Some time afterwards, in 
1812, a proposition was made in Congress, and a 
joint resolution or act passed, authorizing the ap- 
pointment of three commissioners on the part of 


' at: 6 . > ; ee 
the United States, to act with such commissioners 


as might be appointed on the part of the State of 
Virginia, to ascertain and mark thi8 boundary. 
This proposition was accepted by Virginia; but 
the commissioners on the part of the General Gov- 
ernment and those on the part of Virginia could 
notagree upon the principle upon which the bound- 
ary should be settled, and consequently they made 
no joint report. But the commissioners on the 
part of the General Government employed a sur- 
veyor, by the name of Roberts, to run a line from 
the source of the Little Miami to the source of the 
Scioto, which line the Supreme Court, in the two 


| cases to which | have adverted, decided to be the 


| 


} 
i 
i 


true boundary. Congress in the mean time had 
surveyed and sold lands by the Ludlow line, which 
the Supreme Court had decided to be within the 
Virginia reservation. So matters stood until Mr. 
Cadwalader Wallace, the holder of certain mili- 
tary warrants located between these lines, brought 
an action against landholders under the General 


| Government for the possession of his claim under 


his warrants. This gentleman (Mr, Wallace) was 
a surveyor in that country, and held a large num- 
ber of military warrants located upon lands lying 
between the two lines of Roberts and Ludlow, and 
which the Supreme Court had decided to be within 
the Virginia reservation. But as Congress had 
sold these lands, the authorities here at Washing- 


to that time, however, some of the holders of these || ton refused to give Wallace a title to them. The 
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1848. 


xtent of these lands sold, as well as the amount 
eht into the treasury by their sale, and all the 


rouge : : 

ae are given in extenso in the report made at 
cetalis, " ; . 

the last session to W hich | have aliuded. 


Now, this bill proposes to pay to Cadwalader 
Wallace the Government price of these lands, and 
to make this payment In land scrip imstead of cash, 
as proposed in the bill heretofore reported for his 
ef. It is, therefore, a simple question submitted 
to the Senate, whether the Government shall oust 
their own tenants, so to speak—the vendees who 
have bought these lands—and put Wallace in pos- 
session, with all their improvements; or whether 
the Government shall pay to Wallace, in land 
scrip, which he may locate elsewhere, the Gov- 
ernment price of these lands, and which he is now 
willing to take without interest. — 

Having submitted these considerations, I move 
that the bill be made the special order for ‘Thurs- 
day next. eI 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. 
planation made by the honorable Senator trom 


Ohio, it is very evident that the consideration of 


re | ief. 


From the ex- | 


this bill will lead toa discussion of one if not of | 


several days’ length. The object of setting apart 
Thursday of each week for the consideration of 
vrivate bills, was to dispose of the many bills that 


save long been awaiting our acuon—reported upon | 
at the last session—as promptly as possible. 1 | 


think it decidedly unjust to take up this bill, that 
has been already laid on the table, in preference to 
all other private bills which have been on our cal- 
endar since the first of last session. I hope that 
the honorable Senator will appoint some other day 
for the consideration of the bill. 


Mr. CORWIN. I am very sure the Senator from | 


Louisiana [Mr. Jounson] has forgotten my for- 
bearance for two or three sessions past. 1| find 


that, notwithstanding my agreement that this bill | 
should lie upon the table at the last session, | am | 


still represented as obtruding myself upon the Sen- 
ate, by asking now that it shall be made the special 
order for Thursday next. If the Senator desires 
opportunity to examine the bili, L must say that 
it was for the very purpose of giving opportunity 
for examination that I had it laid on the table at 
the last session. 


The bill has been thus treated | 


for three sessions past, and I find that my uniform | 
kindness and forbearance in waiving its consider- | 


ation has been entirely Jost upon the Senator, and 
the bill is to be treated as heretofore. 
make my motion for the special order for that day 


because | wished to delay the consideration of | 


private bills. Iam still perfectly willing that the 
time should be extended—say till Friday week. I 


I did not | 


move that it be made the special order for that | 


day. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 


Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief | 
of Charles Waldron; which was reported to the | 


Senate without amendment, ordered to a third | 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 
DRAINING THE EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA. 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the Senate | 


resumed the consideration of the speciai order, 
namely, the bill to authorize the draining of the 
Everglades of Florida, and to grant the same to 
said State for that purpose. 


Mr. WESTCOTT proposed to amend the sixth 


section of the bill, by inserting after the word | 


“lands,” the words ‘so granted to the State.” 
The amendment was adopted. ) 
Mr. YULEE. I move, sir, to strike out that 

condition which requires the State to commence 

the work in two years, and to complete it in ten 
years, 

lam perfectly satisfied that the State is totally 
incompetent to fulfill the requirements of that con- 
dition. She has as much as she can do to sustain 
herself under the ordinary operations of her own 

Government. As to her undertaking to commence 


a work like that proposed in this bill in two years, | 


and completing it in ten, I am satisfied that the idea 


is chimerical and preposterous; and if the grant be | 


clogged with such conditions, they will render it 
utterly valueless. 
those conditions be stricken from the bill. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. 
pee to the striking out of those words; and, sir, 

would not vote for this bill at all, were there not 
some such conditions inserted. My object, as lL 
have before stated, is to have these lands reclaimed, 


I would move, therefore, that | 


Mr. President, 1 am op- | 
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not that they should be given to the State of Flor- 


ida, but that they may add to the wealth and 
strength and interest of the whole country. I 
know very well, sir, that being a young State, 


and impoverished by the Seminole war, Florida 
has not funds of her own to commence and com- 
plete this work. I know, still further, that she 
will not have funds of her own sufficient to defray 
the expenses of this gigantic scheme m ten years, 
nor in twenty years. And, sir, I do not hesitate 
to say, God forbid that she ever should have 
money ehough in her treasury to complete this 
work, or any more than enough to defray the 
ordinary expenses of her government; for when- 
ever she does have a surplus in her treasury, every 
man, woman, and child in the State will be strug- 
giing to obtain it. I am opposed to either State 
governments or the Federal Government accumu- 
lating large surpluses in their treasuries; for | be- 
lieve their purity, ina great measure, depends upon 
their having just money enough to get along with; 
and I think the people of a poor State are more 
likely to be honest than the inhabitants of a rich 
one. 

But, sir, notwithstanding the inability of Florida 
to defray the expenses of this work out of her own 
treasury, 1 believe that, if she should undertake in 
good faith to reclaim these lands, plentiful oppor- 
tunities would be offered, of which she could avail 
herself, to raise funds suflicient to carry on and 
complete the work. I do not suppose that the 
State will perform this labor herself. I do not 
believe that there is a man in the State, or in the 
whole country, that supposes she will do so. The 
State will make arrangements with proper persons, 
possessing the requisite skill, energy, and capital, 
and they* will carry on the work. That is the 
only way in which it can be done, either in ten or 
twenty years. Itis only proposed, that if they do 
not undertake the work in two years, not to give 
them the land at all. They can commence the 
work within two years, and if they cannot com- 
plete it within the specified time—ten years—they 
can ask for an extension of the time, and Congress 
can give ittothem. But I have no doubt, how- 
ever, that such arrangements could be made as 
would insure the completion of the work within 
the specified time. 

Besides, there is another condition which may 
come to the aid of those to whom the task of exe- 
cuting this shall be confided. ‘The Seminole In- 
dians reside on a tract of land which is included 
in the proposed grant, and it is stipulated that they 
shall not be encroached upon unul authority shall 
be given so to do by the President in writing. If 
this authority be not given, the work cannot be 
completed, and must be deferred till the authority 
shall be received. But I have no fear that the 
work cannot be completed in ten as well as in fifty 

ears, 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, I see no great use 
of limiting the time in which this work shall be 
commenced. I see no force at all in that limita- 
tion. A mancan go there and open a trench in 
one day, and the work is commenced, 

In regard to the bill, sir, 1 wish to say that the 
principles involved in it are very important. It is 
stated in the bill that these lands are now, and 
ever will be, valueless to the United States. But 
it seems that the cession of ,them to the State of 
Florida is, some way or other, to render them very 
valuable. Ido not understand this. They may 
be now of little or no valug to the United States, 
for all that | know, but it seems to me that they 
are worth as much to the nation at large as toa 
single State. We have very little data on which 
to base an estimate of the worth of these lands; 
but from the description which we have had, it 
appears that considerable portions of them are not 
covered with water. These dry lands, it seems 
to me, may be of some service hereafter. 

Well, now, sir, what will be the effect of this 
grant? I apprehend it will be this: 1 apprehend 
that the State will sell all such lands as are now 
available at such times as they may come into 
market, and that all the others will remain as they 
are. ‘I'he great difficulty attending ail measures 
of this kind is, that we are compelled to act in the 
dark. That was the difficulty attending our ac- 
tion upon the bill introductd last session giving to 
the State of Arkansas certain lands lying within 
her boundaries. 

We have no reliable information at all concern- 
ing these Florida lands. We have no information 
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by which we can be governed. -'The description 
of the lands given in the bill is less full, and 
probably less accurate, than that which might be 
gleaned from the newspapers of the country. it 
cannot be relied on to an extent which would 
warrant us in making it the basis of liquidation, 
and such a general sweeping grant once made, 
may deprive the country of a very large and val- 
uable portion of the public domain. No such grant 
should be made till after a careful survey cf the 
lands has been made by some officer of the Gov- 
vernment, and his report thereon, giving an ac- 
curate description of the lands, stating their situa- 
tion, condition, and extent, and assigning their 
boundaries, has been published for the use and 
information of the Government and people. 

It may, perhaps, be good policy to grant away 
these lands that are of little value, but at the same 
time care should be taken not to grant away lands 
that are or may be valuable hereafter. This bill, 
it seems to me, would introduce a new principle 
in legislation. It is on the principle that these 
lands are without value to the United States, and 
that by cession to State authority they will be 
made valuable. But it is said that the State will 
rende?® them valuable by reclaiming them at a 
great outlay. We have no guarantee that this will 
be done. In order to accomplish this object, I 
think we should have some security on the part of 
the State that will render the reclamation of these 
lands certain. As the matter now stands, there is 
nothing that renders it at all obligatory on the 
State to fulfill the accomplishment of the work. 
And they will probably avail themselves of that 
portion of the lands which is of some value, and 
leave the rest as they are. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. It is stated in the bill that 
every dollar raised from the-sale of these lands 
shall be* saeredly appropriated to the completjon 
of the work, and that none of the lands can be 
sold for less than a dollar and a quarter per acre 
until the entire work is completed. 

Mr. NILES. 1 know that the proceeds of the 
lands are to be applied to educational and other 
useful purposes. ‘The bill evinces a very proper 
and laudable object; but take the terms of the paper 
as it stands, and it does not propose a national 
object at all. 1 should have no objection, sir, to 
grant to States in which such lands he the privilege 
of reclaiming them, and allow the State for so 
doing the privilege of disposing of certain portions 
of the lands reclaimed, together with preémption 
rights, or something of that kind. If the privilege 
of reclaiming these lands be indeed so great, I 
think the State should be satisfied with a mere 
indemnity, and I have no objection to a practice of 
that kind. Butifthese lands be ceded to the State, 
I take it the rights of the United States will be 
gone forever. I do not think, therefore, that I can 
vote for this bill. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Youer. and it was rejected. 

Mr. HALE. 1 would ask the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. Wesrcorr] if he proposes to make 
this grant absolute, without any condition that the 
lands are ever to be drained by the State ? 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I would respectfully refer 
the honorable Senator [Mr. Hare} to the bill, 
which contains nine conditions, one of which is, 
that the State shall, expressly by law, accept these 
conditions. The State furthermore pledges itself 
to accept the conditions which render it obligatory 
upon her to commence the work in two years and 
complete it in ten years; and if practicable, with 
the completion of the work, to build a canal for 
vessels across the peninsula out of the proceeds of 
the lands reclaimed, and that the canal! shall be 
free to all United States vessels, and for the trans- 

| portation of mails, troops, or United States property 
of any kind, forever. And the residue of the avails 
of the lands are*not to go into the Siate treasury, 
but to be invested as a permanent and perpetual 
' fund, the interest of which is to be expended for 
| purposes of education in the territory granted. 

Mr. HALE. 1 thought the amendment offered 
by the Senator’s colieaguc [Mr. Yuiee} was to 
strike out these conditions. 

| Mr. WESTCOTT. That amendment was re- 
| jected, : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, 1 move 
to strike out all of this bill after the enacting clause, 
and insert a proposition appropriating a certain 
sum of money to authorize the Secretary of War 


'\ to have the Everglades explored, and a report made 
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This was taken at Fort Dallas, at the mouth of 
‘the Miami river, which empties into Biseayno 
| bay.”’ 

According to this information, it will be neces- 
sary to dig a canal through the rim, which | am 
informed surrounds the everglades, and by means 
of this canal to connect the waters in the basin 

| with the waters of the ocean, for the purpose of 
draining them eff; and, according to the informa- 

| tion here given, this canal, to be efficient in drain- 
ing the everglades, must be from ten to fifteen feet 
deep. 


to Congress, with a view of showing what action 
is necessary in regard to them. I do this for the 
yurpose of testing the principle involved in the 
Bin: and to ascertain how far we are to depart 
from the usual legislation of Congress on the sub- 
ject of granting these lands to the States, Senators 
will recollect, that we have had propositions from 
the State of Arkansas, to grant to it all the swamp 
lands contained within its boundaries, And we 
shali have propositions, no doubt, from every 
State in the Union, where there are public lands, 
if any of these bills should pass, togrant all swamp 
lands to the States within the limits of which they 
are respecuve ly situated, sieht : 

Now, my object is to test the sense of the Sen- 
ate as to whether this policy shall be commenced 
or not, without full information upon the subject, 
Lara perfectly willing, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to have all this land ex- 
plored, at the public expense, by the topographi- 
calengineers of the United States, and to have 
reports made from them, recommending the nature 
of the improvements which ought to be made, and 
explaining to us the quantity of land which, if the 
improvements are made, will be saleable, and the 
value of the land thus saleable, and the expense 
that will be attendant upon the improvements which 
they recommend. 

Now, sir, I understand that we have in our em- 

loy officers competent to do all these things. And 
if, before we avail ourselves of their exoverience 
and knowledge, by sending them to the ground to 
ascertain all the facts to be obtained with regard 
to the proposition before us, we vote bills appro- 
priating millions and millions of acrgs of the pub- 
lie land, worth, perhaps, millions and millions of 
dollars, I think we are acting with far too great 
precipitation, and very unwisely. I ask Senators | 
if it is prudent and right to do these things in such 
haste? It does seem to me that we ought to have 
examinations and explorations of these lands made 
by the topographical engineers, and reports made 
to us, before we take any steps in this matter. 

Now, sir, the Secretary of the Treasury, in re- | 
lation to these everglades, gave a commission, 1n | 
part, toa gentleman by the name of Smith, who 
had to perform a great many other duties, accord- 
ing to the appointment conferred upon him by the 
Secretary, in relation to the lands in that quarter || 
of the country; but in addition to these duties, he 
was particularly requested to make some examina- 
tion in regard to the practicability of draining 
these evergiades. 

Mr. Smith has made a very long report on that 
subject, and I must say that, without a very accu- 
rate ascertainment of the facts, he has taken for 
granted a number of things. Eis reasonings upon 
the subject are very pretuly made out, supposing 
the facts to be as he has stated them. I will read 
to the Senate some of these statements, in order 
that Senators may consider what is here presented. || 
Mr. Smith says: 

“To reclaim the everglades, and the Atscenahoofs and 
Halpatiokee swamps, and the lowlands on the margin of the 
Kissime river and its tributaries, and the other rivers emp- 
tying into Lake Okeechobee, this lake Ynust be tapped by 
such canals, running into the Caloosa-Hatchee, on tie one 
side, and the Loca-Hatehee or San Lucia, or both, on the 
other, avd cuts must also be made trom the streams on both 
rides of the peninsula into the glades. Besides, after the 
height of the waters in the glades should be decreased, even 
as much as five feet, there will probably be a necessity for 
several drains through the glades and those swamps, by 


which the waters accumutoting from the rains may be con- | 
ducted to the oevan or gulf.”’ 


are uninformed; what is the position to be se- 
cured for that canal, we are uninformed; and what 
will be the expense, (as that depends upon the 
length, position, and depth,) we are uninformed. 
Mr. WESTCOTT. Wiil the Senator permit 
me to correct him? His mistake evidently arises 
from his want of knowledge upon the subject. 
Had he read the next sentence of Captain McClel- 
land’s letter, he would not have fallen into the 
error which he now labors under. Canals are 
contemplated from Lake Okechobee, which is nearly 
one hundred miles above the point where this level 
was taken by Captain Vinton. ‘The drams from 
the rim, to which the gentleman refers in his letter, 
are not contemplated to serve any other purpose 
except draining off the water in the rim. 


report, that these small drains should be ten or 
twelve feet deep; but the canals from Lake Oke- 
chobee to the Atlantic on the east, and to the Gulf 
of Mexico on the west side, are to be from twelve 
to fifteen in depth. The height of that lake is con- 
siderably more than that of the rim. Ll would 
remind the honorable Senator that if he Would look 
at the previous part of the letter just read, and at 
the letter from Colonel Long, of the Topographical 


of the other from ten to eighteen miles. 

friend had heard me out, he would have had no 
cause tocomplain. I intended to read the clause 
to which he has called my attention. But that 


clause only makes the matter worse. I am speak- 


order to get into the basin, and before you get to 


understand. 


fifteen miles from the Atlantic—the Gulf Stream. 
Well, sir, you have to make these canals in order 
to get into the basin. And when you get over 


_ coming from Captain Vinton ,) this lake, when you 
get into the rim, is considerably higher. How 
much higher we do not know. Well, then, it may 
become necessary to extend your canals fifty ora 
hundred miles further. Concerning the obstruc- 
lions, if any, the depth, or the length, we are left 
entirely in the dark. Instead of the clause which 
the honorable Senator [Mr. Westcott] read, it 
is no objection to my argument, but only makes it 
so much the stronger. 

Sir, my objection to the whole bill lies a little 
beyond this. I do not know that anything that I 
/can say will arrest the practice of Congress, of 
which I complain, in regard to the administration 
of the public lands. 
in a minority upon this subject. 


‘This is Mr. Smith’s plan for draining the ever- ldo not know 


giudes. 

Now, sir, as to the depth of these canals, which 
are to be thus carried into Okechobee lake, here 
is the most definite and accurate information that 
I have been enabled to procure by reading these 

apers.. This is a statement made by Mr. J. 
\tcClelland , captain of the topographical engineers. 
He does not make the statement trom any exami- 
nation or exploration made by himself, but he 
bases the statement which he makes upon what 
Captain J. R. Vinton, 34 artillery, stated to him. 
Here is what Captain Vinton told Captain McClel- 
land, of the topographical engineers. Captain 
MeClelland says: * In the course of the year 1840 
or 1841, | was informed by the late J. R. Vinton, 
3d artillery, that he had run a line of levels’’—so 
it appears from this that the instruments had actu- | 
ally been applied to the surface of the ground— | 


ment can be changed. 
General Government to retain its jurisdiction and 
only in Florida and in Arkansas, but Louisiana 
and all other States where these drains are to be 
' made. 
these drains constructed by the General Govern- 


allow every State in this Union to participate in 


While I avow this to be my policy, and while [ 
declare that it has always been my policy, yet I 


, ing now about the canals which must be duy in | 


Well, now, what the length of this canal is, we 


It is not, 
necessary, nor Is it stated to be necessary 1n the | 


Engineers, he would find that the length of one of | 
| these canals would be twelve miles, and the length | 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, if my 
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to act on this matter until they get proper infor 








D 
_ Vee, 22 
sooner than that the country should remain in ts 
present unproductive condition—for [woul 
play the policy of the dog in the manger—| y.., 
be in favor of the States draining these lands ,. 
appropriating such as are now valueless to oo... 
useful purpose. I frankly confess, that 2 
policy is overruled I will go with the Senatny fas 
Florida, [Mr. Westcorr;}] 1 will go with ; . 
Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Borvann;) | yy 
join my friend from Louisiana, [Mr, J OnNsoy:)| 
will join with every one to make something |, 
ficial for the States out of this now useless land 
But, sir, I believe that the General Goveriiey 
can do it better than the States, and I believe that 
the General Government ought to do it, The 
principle that we have adopted, almost from time 
immemorial, that we have the right to appropria 
the public domain in the States, has been joy. 
sanctioned, and no one, I think, will presume :, 
question the general authority of Congress to ex. 
ercise this right. There is no constitutional ques. 
tion involved in this matter. It is simply a matier 
of policy. What will Congress do in regar} 
these lands? For the present, | do not wish then, 


if my 


ation upon which they can base their action, | 
acknowledge, as a member of the Committee op 
the Public Lands, that I have not yet been enabled 
to find that information. [am not now willing 1 
grant to the States these useless lands, unless it be 
ascertained that we cannot reclaim them and ap. 
propriate them to the general use. I do not know 
but that, if we send out competent engineers tg 
explore, to level, and to estimate the cost of such 
a proceeding, after they shall make a full report 
us of what they have done, we shall ultimately 
take the course now proposed by the gentlenjan 
from Florida, {[Mr. Westcott,] and give the lands 
to the States in which they lie. If we send ou 
these engineers and have the land explored and 
leveled, the information acquired from their report 
would be of great value to the States to whom we 
propose to give the lands. Will not this course 
facilitate operations hereafter? Surely it will. | 
ask, then, if it be not good policy to provide for 
this public exploration at the expense of the Uni- 
ted States, even if we give the lands to the State? 
By thus obtaining this knowledge, we can deter. 


2 | mine whether we will grant the lands to the Stats 
Lake Okechobee,a hundred miles beyond that, I || 


If gentlemen will take the trouble to | 
look at the map as I have done, they’ will find that | 
. the rim of this basin is not more than some ten or | 


or not. 

I observe that on the subject of expense, Mr. 
Smith, in his report, speaks most indefinitely, 
Indeed, he does not even venture to make an esii- 
mate. He says in one part of his report: “The 


| maximum of probable expenditure is $300,000. | 


there, what is to be done? Why, says the gentle- | 
man, (and this is stated by Mr. McClelland as | 


have been for a long ume | 


fut that | shall remain tll the end of my official | 
life here in a minority. I am anxious to make the | 
| attempt now, to see if the policy of the Govern-— 
My wish in reference to | 
| this subject, if it can be done, is to allow the 


For the purpose of saving the public land | 
from its present useless condition, [ would have all | 


' ment, and then I would have it sell the lands and | 


the distribution of the proceeds in an equal interest. | 


frankly confess that if the Government of the | 


“from the Atlantic Ocean to the glades, and found || United States will not do this, if the Government | 


their elevation above it from ten to fifteen feet. || will not take hold of these swamps and lakes, | 


presume, under any circumstances creating the 
necessity of an augmentation of this amount, that 
$500,000 would, beyond question, defray all outlay 
necessary for the successful accomplishment of the 


| work.”’ From $300,000 to $500,000 is a very wide 
| gap—a gap of almost a hundred per cent. If it 
costs only $300,000 to reclaim this fine and val- 
~uable country in the centre of Florida, which, if 


it can be reclaimed, will become one of the finest 
orange districts in the world—if, indeed, it cannot 
be used for sugar and other planting purposes—l 
do not hesitate in saying that the value of that 
country will compensate for the expenditure, | 
was about to say a hundred fold—perhaps it will 
not reach so high as that—but I may be safe in 


_ Saying fifty fold. 


Whether it can or cannot be done at that ex- 
pense, we have no means of ascertaining. This is 
a mere conjectural estimate. It is the minimum, 
to be sure, but the highest estimate of Mr. Smith 
is only $500,000. 

Well, suppose the work can be accomplished, 


and this valuable land, as it will be, in case it can 


be drained, should be saved at an expenditure of 


¢ | that sum: why, sir, the proceeds resulting from 
control of this great fund, (the public lands,) not | 


its sale would be a sufficient remuneration for this 
outlay. And I will venture to say that it will be, 


ultimately, beneficial to the State of my friend over 


the way, (Mr. Wesrcort,] if this Government 


; will undertake to do the work. 


which to accomplish it. 


This bill proposes to reserve two years within 
which to commence the work, and ten years withit 
Now, sir, if you send 


out your topographical engineers, and they report 
that this great work can be accomplished by 2" 
outlay of $300,000, or even $500,000, how long 
will it take the General Government to accomplish 
the work? One, two, or three years, at the fur- 
thest; whereas, if it is to be accomplished by the 
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according to the provisions of this bill, if 
they commence It within two years, you need not 
expect, especially under the condition of the 
finances of the State, mentioned by the other gen- 
tleman from Florida, (Mr. Y ULEE,| the completion 
of the work for some ten or fifteen years, at the 
Jeast. In that state of things, 1 ask my friend 
from Florida, [Mr. Wesrtcotr,] if he can get the 
General Government to undertake this work, upon 
the report of the topographical engineers, will it 
not be sooner done? Will not your State settle 
faster, and become improved more rapidly, by the 
plan of operations I have sugested, than in the 
manner which the bill provides / € 
For the purpose, sir, of testung the views of Sen- 
ators on the subject, 1 will now offer my amend- 
ment. It is simply, sir, to appropriate 
dollars, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise apueacereie’s to be expended by the 
Secretary 0 War in exploring the everglades in 
Florida, with a view to ascertain the practicability 
of draining the same, and that he cause a report 


Siate, 


to be made at the next session of Congress, or as | 


soon thereafier as may be practicable, 
Mr. WESTCOTT. It is true, as stated by the 
Senator from Kentucky, that we have had no top- 


ographical survey made with the view of ascer-. 


taming the precise estimate of the amount neces- 
sary to be appropriated to efiect the draining of 
the everglades, and to make the proposed canal. 
That is so; but so far as respects the objects of 
this bill, that information would be perfectly use- 
less to Congress. Now, what information have 
we got? We have got information that is authen- 
tic beyond a dispute. We have got authentic 
information, derived, first, from the surveyor gen- 
eral of the State; secondly, from the Commisioner 
of the Land Office; thirdly, from the Secretary of 
the Treasury; fourthly, from the intelligent gen- 
tleman sent by the Secretary of the Treasury to 
examine the lands. We have letters from Judge 
Sheriff, who is well acquainted with the situation 
of the lands, from Colonel Harney, from General 
Gadsden, and others, who traversed that coun- 
try thirty years ago, all of them coinciding in the 
statements that these lands are perfectly worth- 
less to the Government, and, if surveyed, would 
not pay the cost of surveying. Then, sir, with 
all the information necessary to be obtained by 
Congress, unless—and [| will at once meet the 
question propounded by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky—unless Congress are at once disposed to 


enter upon a system of public improvement, why | 


should we refuse to put it in the power of the 
State to bring these lands into an available con- 
dition? Is Congress prepared to do it? That is 
the question, if 1 mistake not, which the Senator 
from Kentucky propounds to the Senate. Is Con- 
gress prepared to enter upon the business of im- 
provement with regard to these lands, as well as 
those tracts which are overflowed by the Missis- 
sippi and its tributaries, and which can only be 
redeemed by the construction of canals or embank- 
ments? The Senator says that there is no obstacle 
to these improvements being made by the General 
Government. 

Mr. Prestdent, there are some who entertain 
constitutional objections as to the power of Con- 
gress to improve either private or public lands, and 
to enhance their value by making public improve- 
ments within the States; for the power would be 


abused as long as the Federal Government owned | 
a fgot of land in the new States. But, as I said on | 


a former day, lL have objections besides these con- 
stitutional objections. Of all methods under heaven 
that can be devised for making public improve- 
ments of this character, those undertaken by the 
General Government are always the most expen- 
sive and the most likely to be inefficacious when 
effected. Of all public improvements, those de- 
vised, carried on, and completed by the Federal 
Government are the worst. I do not mean to de- 
tract from the intelligence and capacity of our corps 
of topograpical engineers. {am fortunate in being 
acquainted with several of them, whom | regard 
as my most valued friends. Among them are the 
most intelligent persons to be found in this or in 
any country. But look at the public works that 
have been conducted by this Government, works 
even of the most-trifling character, and you will 
find that impediments continually intervened to 
protract the work. You will find that all sorts of 
expenditures are accumulated upon you. You will 
find that it takes a year to prepare to enter upon 
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the work; another year to make the necessary re- 
connoissances and sur eys, another year to put the | 
result of the calculations in proper form, in printed 
Statements and maps; another year to bring the 
matter before Congress; another year or two to 
have it criticised and canvassed ; and Some three 
or four years after that to get an act passed autho- 
rizing the commencement of the work. 
‘This is the way in which improvements, under- 
taken and carried on by the Federal Government, 
) are managed where the persons carrying on the 
works are not interested in their compleuon. The 
delays are innumerable, the expense almost incred- 
ible. L would inquire of the Senators from Ar- 
kansas how long the Federal Government have 
been endeavoring to get the raft removed from Red 
river? ‘len or twelve years, lL beheve. Sir, 
happened accidentally to look at debates in Con- 
gress when that work was first proposed, and | 
remember that we were assured that it could be 
completed in eighteen months. 

A Senator. ‘The work was completed. 

Mr. WiESTCOTT. it was, after a fashion, but 
it filled up again. In 1838 a work was undertaken 
in Florida. .1t cost some seven or eight hundred 
thousand dollars, and the work is now not worth 
a single dollar, And so with all public works 
where the persons employed are not interested in 
the work being well done. So with all public 
_ works. Except those of a peculiarly scientific 

character, the army officers are the worst persons 
to be employed on them. ‘They are gailant in 
warfare, but they know very little of other matters. 
There are fewer practical men among them than 
among our civil efgineers throughout the country; 
and 1 would rather trust the execution of a work 
to a practical civil engineer than to the whole 
corps of topographical engineers, a3 high a respect 
as | have for most of them. But this 1s not such 
a work as belongs properly to them. We do not 
expect to construct this work in very superior 
style; it requires no carved marble, no elegant 
columns, no superb gilding, nothing of the kind. 
On the contrary, all that we want is plain old- 
fashioned work, such as the most unskilled can 
accomplish. Afy man can dig a ditch. Sir, I 
should be opposed to the Federal Government un- 
dertaking it, because | do not believe it would be 
done in twenty years; and when done, which 
would be whenever the officers became tired of 
remaining there among the musquitoes and the 
' frogs, it would not be more than half done as it 
should be. It would be executed infinitely better 
by officers appointed by the State, who would be 
interested in having it done effectually. 
As before said, if the State accepts this grant, 
there will be no possibility of misapplying the pro- 


| ceeds, for every surplus dollar musi go for the sup- 


port of education within the region thus ceded and 
reclaimed. 

While up, I will answer one objection, or rather 
misstatement, that was made by the Senator from 


| lion of acres overflowed. ‘There are two millions 
five hundred thousand overflowed. Of these, one 
million have been surveyed fora number of years, 
_and, so far trom being available, as my friend from 
Connecticut supposes, they are as worthless as the 
rest—about three hundred and sixty acres only 
having been disposed of out of that whole tract of 
a million of acres. If the lands should ever be re- 


claimed, they will be worth perhaps one dollar and | 
a quarter per acre; but with regard to the sand- | 


bottoms, they will never*be worth the cost of sur- 
veying. Sir, 1 hope the amendment of the Sen- 
‘tor from Kentucky will be rejected, for 1 am ex- 
| tremely anxious that this matter should be decided 
without further delay. 
Mr. BALDWIN. I am not prepared to vote 
for this bill in the shape in which it has been re- 
| ported by the commitiee. On the contrary, lam 


| inclined to favor the amendment proposed by the | 


honorable Senator from Kentucky, as well for the 
reasons which have been assigned by him, as for 
others which are apparent upon the face of the bill 


ment of the United States has in view in making 
| this grant to the State of Florida, if it be made at 


_ all, is to secure the accomplishment of the work | 


| for which the lands are to be granted. Now, it 
| appears to me that this bill affords no such secu- 
rity to the Government. The grant is founded 


' upon the basis of a donation of all these lands to 
J the State of Florida, upon certain conditions to be 
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he object which the Govern- | 
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acceded to by the State, and one of these condi- 
tions is, that the State, within a specified ume, 
shall enter upon the execution of this work, and 
shall complete it within the period of ten years. 
But what are the powers of the State tn the mean 
time? She is authorized to sell every acre of this 
land which is already surveyed, or capable of 
being surveyed; thus she ts authorized to sell, at 
all events, a large portion of the land; and sup- 
pose, having made sale of this land, the State 
should fail of completing the work within the pe- 
riod assigned: what remedy, what redress, has the 
Government of the United States? What means 
of enforcing the future execution of the work for 
which those public lands were ceded? Settlers 
will have bought them and paid for-them in good 
faith; they cannot be disturbed in consequence of 
any condition appended to the grant, for the pro- 
visions of this act recognize the right of the State, 
notwithstanding those conditions, to proceed to 
make sale of the lands, limiting her only in regard 
to the price at which the lands are to be sold. Bat, 
furthermore, the State will not be bound to com- 
plete the work within the period of ten years, por 
within any definite period, unless the President of 
the United States should deem it expedient to 
issue an order in writing authorizing an intrusion 
upon that portion of the lands which bas been 
assigned to the Seminole Indians. The 4th section 
of the bill is as follows: 

Until the President of the United States shall authorize 
the same in writing, noentry or encroachment shall be made 
or allowed by said State into or upon the district reserved 
for the Seminole Indians yet remaining in Florida, part of 
which is within said boundaries; and for any delay ocea- 
sioned to the commencement or completionof said work, by 
the withholding of such authority, the period stipulated tor 
such commencement and completion in said first condition 
shall be extended a corresponding term.”’ 

So that until the President of the United States 
shall issue an order in writing authorizing the au- 
thorities of the State of Florida to enter upon this 
Indian reservation, the period for the commence- 
ment of the work is to be prolonged, and of course 
the period for its completion will also be prolonged 
indefinitely. Now, Lam not satisfied with these 
provisions of the bill. I think they are entirely 
wrong. But, however guarded the bill might be 
in respect to its provisions, I altogether prefer, 
upon the information which we now have in re- 
gard to these lands, adopting the course suggested 
by the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr: WESTCOTT. I will make one remark, 
which I think will be sufficient to correct the mis- 
apprehension of the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut. He seems to think that the State ought 
to give some security that it will appropriate the 
funds derived from the disposal of these lands 
according to the intention of Congress in making 
the grant. Sir, if the State fail in the performance 
of the conditions accompanying the grant, it will 
bean anomaly. But it so happens that there ia a 
security provided by this bill which is better than 
any bail, even if it be justified bail, That security 
is this: There is not one acre of land comprised 
within the grant that is worth twenty-five cents; 
there is not one acre in the whole grant that can be 
sold at any price until the everglades are reclaimed. 
And that is proved by these facts. It is so stated 
in all the reports that have been made on the sub- 
ject—in the report of the Surveyor General, in the 
report of the Commissioner of the Land Office, in 
that of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in all 
the official reports: it is proved also by the fact 
that a large portion of these lands has been sur- 
veyed for many years, and they have never been 
able to sell more than three hundred and sixty 
acres. Now, sir, the law expressly provides that, 
until the work is completed, a single foot of land 
shall not be sold for less than $1 25 per acre. Sir, 
they never can find a purchaser for a foot of it, 
unless it be purchased with a view to the prospec- 
tive completion of the work. ‘Thus, my honor- 
able friend will see that he is under a mistake tn 
regard to the interest of the purchaser, and in re- 
gard to the supposed want of security. 

Mr. DOWNS. The chief object of the amend- 
ment, as I understand it, is to have an examina- 
tion made in order to ascertain the value of the 
land. It happens that in this cage, though it is a 
rare thing, there is a reporton the subject; and 
during a tedious passage in low water upon the 
Mississippi [ read it from beginning to end. It 
contains sufficient to satisfy my mind, though per- 

“ haps not sufficient to satisfy every Senator, that 














we 


de ay 


. 


ye Whe 


pina 3 
SET NTD  agities a. 


“oe 
. 


oo 

ae iat 
Bh hay 

: Hr *h. 
* a Ge 
7 as 

es 

ct 

fx 7 
ae 

5 ee 

4% } 

» ie 
A> + 
a 

: #3 

4 Ad 

vhG 
* rf 
ae FF 
5 Bs ¢ 

i 7 
Se 

Rs im a. 
ae e 
Se 
‘ El oo ry 
z a 
‘4 Me, 
be Fs 
a) Ro hae, 


| ae? 








the bill ought to pass. It is true, we do not know 
what may be the value of these lands hereafter; 
but we know this, that the lands proposed to be 
ceded, the everglades, are now totally worthless to 
the United States. The fact mentioned by the 
gentleman from Florida, that a large poruon of the 


land has been surveyed, and that out of more than | 


a million of acrés not more than one hundred and 
thirty-six have been sold, is sufficient to prove 
that they are totally worthless. Now, when this 
fact is ascertained, [ think that, in regard to the 
lands in Florida, as in regard to those in every 
other State, the Government of the United States 
ought not to hesitate a moment. It is a feeling 
which is very prevalent in all the new States, that 
the holding over for a great length of time of the 
public domain in those new States, is a diminution 
of the power and resources of those States. 

The question has sometimes been raised whether 
the, Government of the United States could hold 
the public land unsold in this way at all. Of its 
power to do so I have no doubt, but all admit that 
4 is an interference with the authority and re- 
sources of a State to hold large bodies of public 
land within it which are not available either for the 
purposes of the General Government, or for the 
use of the State. Now, here is a very large por- 
tion of territory, not Jess than one-eighth of the 
State of Florida, that is totally worthless both to 
that State and the General Government. ‘The 
State thinks that she can make these lands avail- 
able; that she can, instead of permitting them to 
remain a desert, where a human being can scarcely 
penetrate either by land or by water, make them 
available. I think, then, it is one of those cases 
in which, the fact which I have stated being satis- 
factorily ascertained, there ought to be no hesitation 
in ceding the land to the State even without con- 
ditions. But the gentleman from Kentucky thinks 
that a better system might be adopted, and that (1 
believe his amendment embraces this proposition) 
the improvement should be mate by the United 
States Government, and that it 1s important as a 
part of the system that the most that can be made 
from the lands should be made by the Government 
of the United States, and that the proceeds should 
be distributed among the several States. These 
are his ideas, if I rightly understood the gentle- 
man’s remarks. Now, 1! cannot concur in opinion 
with him. Apart from the general principle that 
the United States Government has no right to 
make improvements such as these, it would be un- 
equal and unjust to make such improvements at 
the common expense. 

In Louisiana one-third of the waste lands have 
been reclaimed at her own expense. [tis certainly 
neither fair nor just nor equal towards the State of 
Louisiana, where the value of her lands have been 
immensely increased by her own resources, that 
that increased value should be made a common 
fund to be distributed among the States. A large 
portion of the alluvial land in the State of Missis- 
sippi has been reclaimed by individuals. Are we 


to take those improvements, or their value, and | 


make it a common fund to be distributed? 1 think 
not. Ido not think it wouid be just or reason- 
able, and [ trust it will never be attempted to be 
carried into effect. When such attempt is made, 


if | should have the honor of having a seat here, | 


I shall certainly insist that Louisiana and the other 
States where those improvements have been made 
shall first be reimbursed. 
reasonable, and propor course is, in accordance 
with the proposition contained in this bill, and one 
submitted by a Senator from Arkansas at the last 
session, (which | hope will come up again,) to 
make something of these lands if you can, and to 
provide that they shall remain no longer than is 
absolutely necessary in a condition in which they 
are utterly unprofitable to the State or to the Gen- 
eral Government. If the Senator from Kentucky 
continues to press his motion, I shall feel it my 
duty to vote against the amendment, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will only remark that 
I did not allude to my policy in reterence to the 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands as having an immediate bearing upon 
this bill or upon the adoption or rejection of my 
amendment. I stated the policy, to be sure, to 
which I was attached, to show that I wanted to 
get rid of the system of the administration of the 


But a more equitable, | 


public lands which now prevails. But this amend- | 
ment of mine does not a now to distribute | 


the proceeds of the public lands. 
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ment be adopted it does not touch that question. 
All that it proposes to accomplish is to get certain 
information which | think we do not now possess. 
All that my amendment seeks to do is to employ 
the officers of the topographical corps in obtaining 
for us the information that we desire; that is all; 
and the simple question upon the amendment is, 
whether the Senate prefers by a little delay to get 
more information, or to give away at once seven 
million eight hundred thousand acres of land. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Seven million eight hun- 
dred thousand acres of land and water! Four 
million three:-hundred thousand acres of it is alto- 
gether valueléss, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, in his report to the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury, states as follows: 

* That the greater part of the peninsula below this line, 
between townships thirty-six and thirty-seven, and which 


it is proposed by the bill now before the Committee on the 
Pubhe Lands of the Senate (which bill has been submitted 


to me by Messrs. Westeutt and Cabcil, of said State) to be || 


ceded to the State of Florida, being unsurveyed, aud there 
not being any nautical surveys of the western coast below 
‘Tampa in tits ollice, an approximate estimate only can be 
made of the area of the peninsula and keys, including the 
lands and interior waters south of said line, and excluding 
the islands and keys south and east of Cape Sable. itis 


supposed, however, that such area may be stated at about | 


seven millions eight hundred thousand acres of land and 
water. 


dred thonsand acres. ‘This estimate includes the rivers, 
lagoons, sounds, and Okeechobee and other lakes south of 
said line that it is not proposed to drain and cannot be 
drained. It includes, also, the swamps and ail those por- 
tions of country comprising parts of the region ealled the 
everglades, the greater part of which it is not supposed can 
be reclaimed.’’ 

Mr WESTCOTT. It has never been contem- 
plated to attempt reclaiming the lagoons. It is 
supposed, however, that the everglades may be 
drained. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. When I speak of seven 
millions éight hundred thousand acres as being 
the quantity of land to be given to the State, | do 
not mean to convey the idea that every foot of that 
land can be drained and made useful. A great 


portion of the lagoons and lakes, | admit, can | 


never be drained, but that is tfe whole amount 
ceded by the provisions of this bill—waterland, 
swamp, and all. 
between the provisions of the bill and the amend- 
ment. Will you wait for more information? Will 


you employ the Topographical Bureau to get that | 
information? or are gentlemen satisfied now to 


make this large grant upon the information they 
have? Iftheyare, let them do so. All that I can 
say is, that notwithstanding the confidence of the 


gentleman from Florida in those officers who may | 


be employed by the State, he must excuse me if [ 
have more confidence in the officers of the Topo- 
graphical Corps than I have in any gentlemen 
who may be selected for the occasion, This being 


a ghort session, if the bill be passed with the | 


amendment which I| propose, it cannot, | presume, 
delay our progress very much. We will be in 
possession of the requisite information by the time 
of the next meeting of Congress. But let this bill 


pass as it now stands, and it cannot but be evident | 
that it will be the entering wedge for other grants 


of a similar kind. My honorable friend from 
Louisiana will assuredly come forward with an 
application, and [ shall certainly vote for his bill 
as readily as for this one, that all may stand upon 
equal ground. I will assure my honorable friend 
from Florida that I shall not be opposed to ceding 
lands of this descriptifn to the States in which 


they lie; but let us first have a report from the | 


‘Topographical Bureau. I believe there are withtn 
the Yacco Points hundreds of thousands of acres 
that might be drained. 
tion, however, that if Congress will do nothing in 
reference to the improvement of these lands, it is 
the duty of the Government to surrender them to 
the States rather than leave them in their present 
condition, All that I ask is, that legislation be 
de@rred until the report comes in, and I have no 


doubt it will be of such a character as to induce | 
Congress either to undertake the work or to cede | 
the land to the State without any longer hesita- | 


tion. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. As regards the | 


suggestion made by the Senator from Kentucky, 


that the United States should retain these lands || 


and endeavor to render them saleable; as the sub- 
ject is connected in some degree with the present 


If my amend- || condition of a part of the public lands in Louisiana 


Of this aggregate area it is estimated that there is | 
always covered with water about four millions three bun- | 


Well, the question comes up | 


I lay down the proposi- | 





Dec. 22, 
and other States, | wish to make a single remay, 
As far as regards this Government attemptine ,, 
improve those lands, I consider it utterly o. ., 
the question. There has not been a single instano. 
since the formation of the Government, of the UJ). 
ted States adopting a measure of that kind. [ reco). 
lect a proposition being made on behalf of Louisians 
some ten or twelve years ago, and strong ‘ice, 
ments used to induce Congress to cut a canal for 
the purpose of reclaiming some of the lands in that 
Stute, and it was made manifest that it would have 
reclaimed a very large extent of country, and would 
have brought a Jarge sum into the treasury of the 
the United States. The proposition was hooted 
at; and a very distinguished member of the Gov. 
ernment was the first to oppose it. The United 
States Government never has listened, and never 
will listen, to a scheme for the purpose of accom. 
wishing a work of internal iniprovement. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. WilMny honorable frieng 
allow me to make a single remark? It is this; fp 
you will look into the reports made by the Com. 
mittee on Public Lands, upon applications by 
which itis proposed to obtain a cession of land 
for the purpose of constructing railroads in IJlinois 
and in other States, you will find that in all those 
reports the principle upon which the cession js 
sought to be justified is, that it would render the 
lands still retained by the Government so much the 
more valuable. Now, if the Government can giye 
toa State or a company a portion of the public 
domain, in order to render that which is reserved 
the more valuable, I ask my friend why may not 
the Government accomplish the same object di- 
rectly, by opening a canal or otherwise draining 
the land, for the purpose of making the whole so 

‘much the more valuable? That is the principle 
running through all these cases. 

Mr. JOHNSON. ‘The works to which the hon- 
orable Senator alludes are works performed by the 
States, not by the General Government. It is true 
that making these donations for these purposes 
will have the effect of rendering the etialoder of 
the lands more valuable, but that was not the ob- 
ject. The object was to enable the State to perform 
a great work—a work important not only to the 
State itself, but to the whole nation. This is the 
purpose for which these grants were made. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Will the Senator pardon 
me? The principle upon which the grants were 
made was, as I have stated, with reference to one 
side of the House. If I understand the matter 
correctly, the Democratic members put it upon the 

| ground that it tended to make the remaining lands 
so much the more valuable, while the other party 
contended for the making of the improvement 

| directly by the General Government; and my argu- 
ment was to show thatif a portion might be granted 
for the purpose of making the remainder more val- 
uable, the General Government might, by under- 
taking the work, make the whole valuable. 

Mr. JOHNSON. A question of that sort arose 
after the acquisition of Louisiana; and in a discus- 

sion it was contended by an honorable Senator 
from Virginia and others that it was incompatible 
with the interests of the other States. There were 
complaints from different States against the United 
States for retaining the public lands in its posses- 
sion when they might have been disposed of ad- 
Vantageously. I have not gone to that extent, 
though representing a southern State. I have been 
willing to give a sufficient time for their dis- 
posal, but there should be a limit to that time. | 
should be glad to know what length of time would 
be necessary. It is forty-five years now since 
Louisiana was acquired. Some portions of the 
State have been overflowed from the Mississippi. 
To reclaim these lands a large outlay in the con- 
struction of levees and otherwise would be ré 
uired. Some of them never have been reclaimed. 
ongress have been appealed to, year after year, 
to make the necessary works to reclaim them, or 
else to cede them to the States. But they have 
uniformly refused to do either. Proposition after 
proposition has been made to this Government to 
take measures for rendering these lands available, 
but such propositions have always been rejected. 
It is utterly out of the question, then, I conceive, 
that the Government of the United States should 
ever think of adopting a system of internal im- 
provement within the limits of the States; and I 
concur entirely with the Senator from Florida, 
| that if they should attempt to do it, it can 
} never be effected as well by the General Gov- 
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.eament as by the States. It they were to under- 
- it, it would cost twenty mes as much as it 
vould if accomplished by the States. In the State 
of Mississippt certain portions have been reclaimed 
hy individuals, in consequence of which the Gen- 
eral Government has already derived considerable 
benefit; yet there are sull remaining extensive 
reacts of country that are ov erflowed and rendered 
sninhabitable, and other portions rendered so un- 
healthy that the persons living there are obliged to 
absent themselves for a partot the year; but when- 
ever the@subject has been brought up before Con- 
vress, it has been put off. Three or four years ago 
a bill was brought in and discussed ; the depart- 
ments were called upon for information; a select 
committee was appointed, with the distinguished 
Senator from South Carolina at its head; a very 
lengthy report was made, containing estimates 
from the departments and from officers in Lou- 
isiana; and yet, When we came to act, further in- 
formation was required, and it was suggested that 
it ought to be deferred. Now the time has arrived 
when I think the question should be settled. 
‘There ought, [ think, to be some limit to the ume 
in which the lands are to be disposed of, and that 
the Government is now bound to adopt some 
measure to reclaim the lands, or else yield them 
to the States. The resources of the States are 
crippled by having a large extent of country within 
their borders uninhabited, and the adjacent lands 
rendered almost uninhabitable by reason of the 
unhealthiness produced by the overflow. 

As it regards this particular bill, L am under the 
impression that we have already sufficient inform- 
ation to enable Congress to act. A part of the 
land in question is constanuy covered with standing 
water; it is somewhat different from swamp land, 
but it may possibly be reclaimed by great outlay. 
I rose, however, merely to ofler a single remark in 
reply to the proposition W hith the gentleman from 
Kentucky had suggested, that the Government of 
the United States ought to undertake the work of 
improvement, which | am perfectly satisfied is out 
of the question. 

Mr. BENTON. We have appropriate officers 
under our laws for reporting the condition of the 
publiclands. We have officers whose duty it is, 
under very high obligations, to report upon the 
character of all public lands. Their report must 
be minute in regard to the qualities and the de- 
scription of the public lands. ‘These oflicers belong 
to the General Land Office. These officers are 
employed in examining the public lands and sur- 
veying them and in making reports. These are 
the officers who are able to give us all the informa- 
tion that we want upon the subject. The topo- 
graphical corps (I say it with great deference to the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky) 1s not the ap- 
propriate corps for doing business of this kind. 
it was ypever created for this kind of business; it 
has never been employed in this kind of business; 
and if that corps should be so employed it would 
be taken away from its appropriate duties and set 
to do the duties of other officers. If we need any 
iiformation, then, the place to look for it is through 
the General Land Office, and through the reports of 
the surveyors employed in Florida, and by them 
transmitted to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. That is the means of getting inform- 
ation that concerns public lands. We already 
have the report of the proper officers upon this 
point; we have the report of the Commissioner of 


the General Land Office, founded upon the report | 


nade officially to him by the surveyors whose duty 
itis to survey and report. ; 


tary of the Treasury, states: 


«That the entire peninsula south of the northern line of 
the proposed grant to Florida, whether occasionaily covered 
With water or not subject to overflow, is at this time utterly 
worthless to the Unwed States for any purpose whatever, 
Colonel Robert Butler, the Surveyor General of that State, 
in his official report made October 2, 1847, says : ‘f now ask 
your attention to the everglades, which cannot be surveyed 
without first being drained.’ And that officer recommends 
the cession of a moiety of that region to the State of Florida 
for the purpose of having the lands reclaimed.” 


Here is an official report which states that the 
lands cannot be surveyed until they have first been 
drained, So, then, we have all the information 
which it is necessary for us to possess in order to 
act definitively upon this bill. The bill applies to 


the everglades—a name which of itself implies a | 
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| take matters of that kind. 


;us to know. 


port. _ ‘The Commissioner of | 
the General Land Office, in his letter to the Secre- || 


itself implies that it is land partly and slightly 
covered with water, but so dee ply covered as to 
be of no use while the water remains upon it, Lhe 
history of that portion of the country to which 
this name apple Sis pertectly well Known; ut has 
been known from the time that Florida was first 
known; it has been traversed by our army olficers 
during the late war, besides having been examined 
and reported upon by our land officers. We know, 
as well as the reports of all the officers in the world 
can ever make us Know it, that these everglades 
are land covered with water; that they are a species 
of marsh, that they have vegetable productions in 
them; that they have shallow places and deep 
places; and that they never can be used unul the 
water is drained off. I have understood that there 
lies upon these everglades a very rich mould of 
earth, which, being exposed to the action of the 
sun and the weather, will become very valuable in 
furnishing all the productions peculiar to that part 
of the country; but while the water remains upon 
it, itis of no use whatever. 

Now, it is an axtom that when any property 
passes from hands that cannot use it into hands 


that can use it, there is a public gain, and in that) 


point of view I look upon it, that, with regard to 


| all these inundated lands now lying not only use- 


less to the United States, but injurious lo the country 
in which they he, it would be a great public benent 
to pass them away from the United States, which 
can make no use of them, into hands that can; and 
for that purpose I prefer, infinitely prefer, the acuon 
of the local government of the State to that of this 
Government, at this remote distance. IL have ne 
idea of this Federal Government making money 
by any operation it engages in. I do not think it 
can make money by any enterprise it undertakes, 
It ought not to do it if it could. ‘he resources of 
the country should be developed by operations to 
be carried on by individual enterprise. rom these 
the Government will derive advantage in the ame- 
lioration of the condition of the people. ‘That is 
the only way in which it ought to be a gainer. 
The State governments have a direct interest in 


removing whatever is pestilential in their respective 


States, and introducing whatever is useful, and in 
rendering valuable, if possible, whatever is not so 
originally; and, being upon the spot, they are 
capable of regulating the details and of superin- 
tending those who are engaged in.the work. ‘The 
Staie governments are the proper parties to under- 
lL am, therefore, utterly 
opposed to employing any officers to make any 
further explorations here, and peeves opposed 
to employing the Corps of ‘Topographical E:ngi- 
neers, for the reason | have given. ‘I'he informa- 
tion is to be obtained through the Land Office, 
We have already everything that is necessary for 
We have the official information 
through the proper channel, and, besides that, we 
all have a general knowledge of the subject from 
our reading and experience, that here is a tract of 
country, consisung of what are called everglades, 
which is a harbor tor pestilenual animals, a region 
that is wholly useless to the Federal Government. 
I think we have all the information that we can 
require. We have sufficient, at all events, to con- 
vince us that it will be the interest of the Federal 
Government, as well as of the people of Florida, 
that we should, as soon as possible, put those lands 
in a condition in which they may be useful. It is 
a large region of country, running far down to the 
extremity of the peninsula, a point that requires 
protection and defence. The population of that 
country requires the means of communication 
through it, and I think we should be making a 


| most beneficial disposition of all that peninsula if 


we could pass it off to the State government, which 
would bring it under the dominion of man, which 


|| would put people upon it, which would make roads 
| through it, and make it valuable and more easily 


traversable for military purposes. Upon national 
considerations, then, as well as upon considera- 


_ tions which apply to the State, I think it import- | 
_ ant that we should pass this bill. 


Mr. BREESE. As | reported this bill, it may 


be reasonably expected that I should say a few 
words in regard to the views entertained by the 


committee. And first, I must be permitted to ob- 


serve, that the committee bestowed much attention | 


upon the subject, and sought all the information 


| that they could gather, in order that they might 


kind of ground different from that which is covered |, have as clear a knowledge of the facts as they 
by lakes, and different from dry land. The name |! could obtain. 
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Mr. BUTLER. IL hope the gentleman wil! give 
way, for the purpose of going into Executive ses- 
sion. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. If the bill will come up for 
corsideration to-morrow, Ll have no objection that 
it should be deferred; but | am exceedingly anx- 
ious that it should encounter no unnecessary 
delay. 

‘The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned until to-morrow; and, 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after a short time so engaged, the doors were 
reopened, and 
‘Lhe Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
I'nipay, December 22, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole, for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of the private calendar. 

Mr. COBB, of Gcorgia, rose to inquire of the 
Speaker whether it would not be in order to move 
that the House proceed to the consideration of the 
motion submitted yesterday by the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr, Srvart,] to reconsider the vote 
by which the House had adopted the resolution of 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Gorr,} in- 
structing the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia to report, as soon as practicable, a bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade in the said District. 

The SPEAKER said, that immediately before 
the adjournment of the House yesterday, he had 
given notice, that Friday being private-bill day, 
that order of business would have the preference. 
If the Elouse should now refuse to proceed to the 
consideration of the private calendar, then the 
business first in order would be the motion to 
reconsider, 

Mr. COBB said he hoped the House would not 
go into private business, but would proceed to the 
disposition of the motion to eaaaiien 

Mr. ROCKWELL said this was what was 
known as objection day, and he hoped the House 
would proceed with the regular order of business. 

The question on the motion of Mr, Rockweut 
was then taken, and the vote stood: Ayes 76, 
noes 49. 

Mr. COBB asked for the yeas and nays; which 

' were ordered, and being taken, were: Yeas 96, 
nays 63. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Whereupon the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. McC envanp, of Mich- 
igan, in the chair,) and proceeded to the considera- 
uon of bills on the private calendar, under the 
restriction prescribed in the 30th rule, which is in 
the following words: 

On the first and fourth Friday of each month, the cal- 
endar of private bills shall be called over, and the bills te 
the passage of which no objection shall then be made, shall 
be first considered and disposed of.” 

The following bills were read and ordered to be 
reported without amendment, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the grandchildren of Baron 

‘de Kalb. 

A bill for the relief.of Zachariah Lawrence, of 
Ohio. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Bernard Todd, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of William Fuller. 

A bill for the relief of John Campbell. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Captain Samuel Jones, deceased. , 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Joseph Savage, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Charles A. Barnitz, hus- 
band of Margaret Barnitz, the only surviving heir 
of Lieutenant Colonel David Grier, of the army of 
the Revolution. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William McFarland, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John J. Young, a com- 
mander in the navy of the United States, and a 

joint resolution for the relief of Samuel T. Ander- 
son. 


The following bills were amended by striking 
out the item allowing interest, and ordered to be 
| reported to the House, viz: 
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A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Eddy, 
deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of William Blake. 

The following bills were read and objected to, 
Viz: 

A bill for the relief of Lyon and Howard;—by 
Mr. Wentworth. 

A bill for the relief of John P. Skinner and the 
legal representatives of Isaac Green;—by Mr. 
Hammons. 

A bill for the relief of the grandchildren of Ma- 
jor General Baron De Kalb;—this bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Antonio Pacheco;—objected to. 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs-at- 
law of Silas Duncan, late commandant in the Unt- 
ted States navy ;—by Mr. Hammons. 

bill for the relief of Noah A. Phelps;—by Mr. 
THomMas. 

A till for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colonel Francis Vigo;—by Mr. Peck. 

A bill for the relief of Mathews, Wood, and 
Hall;—by Mr. Tuomas. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William D. Cheever;—by Mr. Dante. 

An act for the relief of Jeannete C. Hunting- 
ton, widow and sole executrix of Wilham D. 
Cheever;—by Mr. Danien. 

A bill for the relief of Andrew A. Jones, an in- 
gpector of the customs of the port of New York;— 
by Mr. Sawyer. 

A bill for the relief of Casper B. Cook and 
others;—by Mr. SrankweEaTHeRr. 

A bill supplementary to the joint resolution au- 
thorizing the accounting officers of the treasury to 
audit and settle the accounts of William P. Zant- 
zinger, approved the 15th of June, 1844;—by Mr. 
DAniee. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod;—by Mr. 
Dickey. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain William Smallwood Tillard;—by Mr. 


. Tuomas. 


A bill for the relief of the owners and crews of 
certain vessels employed in the cod fishery ;—by 
Mr. Sawyer. 

Senate bill for the relief of Richard S. Coxe;— 
by Mr. SraRKWEATHER. 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Susan C. Randall;— 
by Mr. Tuomas. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs «° Frangois Ca- 
zeau;—by Mr. Dickey. 

Senate bill for the relief of Peter Capella, ad- 
ministrator of Andrew Capella, deceased, and for 
the relief of Jolin Capo, and for the relief of Elijah 
Petty and Hannah Petty his wife, heirs of John 
Beardon, deceased;—by Mr. Bow ty. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Colonel David 
Hopkins;—by Mr. Daniet. 


Senate bill for the relief of Thomas Talbot and 


others;—by Mr. Sawyer. 

Senate bill to enable and authorize the account- 
ing officers of the treasury to audit and settle the 
accounts of certain acting officers therein men- 
uioned;—by Mr. SranK WEATHER. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones;—by Mr. Sawyer. 

A bill for the relief of Andrew C. Armstrong;— 
by Mr. Bow nin. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha H. Holmes;—by 
Mr. Wentworth. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Alexander 
Hunter,—by Mr. Dickey. 

A bill to renew-the patent heretofore granted 
Hamilton Lapham ;—objected to. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of Patents 
to renew the patent of Cyrus H. McCormick for 
his horizontal plough;—by Mr. Rumsey. 

A bill for the payment of a debt due to the heirs 
of Antoine Peiteir;—by Mr. Hammons. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas La- 
chance and others;—by Mr. Dickinson. 

A bill for the relief of Cassius M. Clay;—by 
Mr. Dickey. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Crown;—by Mr. 
Tuomas. 

A bill for the relief of George R. Ward, of the 
city of New York;—by Mr. Hatt, of Missouri. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George W. Milam, deceased;—by Mr. Saw- 
YER. 

A bill for the retief of Lawrence Daily;—by 
Mr. Sawyer. 














A bill for the relief of the widow and orphan 
children of Colonel William R. McKee;—by Mr. 
Dickey. 

A bill for the relief of Captain Dan Drake Hen- 
ry;—rby Mr. Dickey. 

An act for the relief of Mary Mac Rea, widow of 
Lieutenant Colonel William Mac Rea, late of the 
United States army;—by Mr. Stoney LAWRENCE. 

Mr. HAMMONS now moved that the commit- 
tee rise. 

Tellers were called for on that motion; and the 
vote stood —ayes 37, noes 52. 

There was no quorum voung. 

The 126th rule of the House (adopted on the 
18th of December, 1847) 1s in the following words: 

* Whenever the Commitice of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, or the Committee of the Whole House, finds 
itself without a quorum, the chairman shall cause tie roll 
of the House to be called, and thereupon the comimittec 
shall rise, the chairman stall report the names of the ab- 
sentees to the House, which shail be entered on the Jour- 
nal.’? 

The CLerx thereupon proceeded to call the roll; 
which having been done— 

The Speaker resumed the chair, and the chair- 
man reported that the committee had been unable 
to proceed with its deliberations, un consequence 
of the absence of a quorum. 

And the names of the absentees were thereupon 
ordered to be entered on the Journal. 


A quorum being now present, the chairman re- 


sumed his seat ind-ommittee of the Whole. 
Mr. TURNER moved that the committee rise. 
The CHAIRMAN said that that was the pend- 
ing question, no quorum having acted upon it 
when it was originally put, 
The tellers again took their places, and the vote 
being egain counted, stood: Ayes 67, noes 54. 
So the committee rose and reported the bills 


which it had had under consideratton—some with 


amendments, some without. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, rose toa privileged 
question. He stated that his name was not re- 
corded as having voted on the mouon to lay on the 
table the resolution of the gentleman from Illinois, 
{Mr. MeCriernanp,} in relation to the disposition 
of the public lands. He (Mr. H.) had voted in 
the negative. 

The SPEAKER said that the Journal would 
be so amended as to conform to the fact. 

Mr. MILLER also rose and stated that his 
name was recorded as having voted in the attrma- 
live on the same resolution, the fact being that he 
had voted in the negative. 


The SPEAKER said, the Journal would be s0 | 


amended in that particular also. 

Mr. KENNON rosé to inquire of the Chair 
whether his name was recorded on the roll of the 
absentees when the Committee of the Whole had 
risen for-want of a quorum? 

The SPEAKER said it was notin order now 
‘9g enier upon that matter. If, when the Journal 
8 


ould be read to-morrow morning, any inaccu- | 
racy should be found to exist, it would then be tn | 


order for the gentleman to state it, and to move 
that it be corrected. 


COLONEL FREMONT’S REPORT. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, rose and said, i 


that there seemed to be a difficulty existing in re- 


lation to the order of the House of yesterday, | 


ordering the report of Lieutenant Colonel Fré- 


mont and the accompanying maps to be printed | 


with the reports of Lieutenant Abert, Lieutenant 


Colonel Cook, and Captain Johnson. He desired, | 


therefore, to offer the tollowing resolution: 


Resolved, That so much of a resolution of this House, 
adopted on the 2st instant, as orders the report of Lieuten- | 
ant Colonel Frémont and accompanying maps to be bound | 


with the reports of Lieutenant Abert, Lieutenant Colonel 


Cook, and Captain Johnson, be, and the same is hereby, | 
rescinded ; and that twenty thousand extra copies of said , 


report of Licutenant Colonel Frémont (with maps) be 
printed in pamphlet form, similar to that printed for the 


Scnate. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was not 
now in order. 

And it was not received. 


The SPEAKER said that the first business | 
in order would be the report of the Committee of |, 


the Whole on the private calendar. Those private 
bills which had been passed upon last 
would be first in order. There were also some 
private bills which had been upon the calendar 
since last session, and the rule of the House re- 
pe these bills to be proceeded with first, in 
their order, 


riday, | 


Dec. 22, 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 
Mr. TURNER moved that when the House 


adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday nex; 
The yeas and nays were asked and ord: red 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, suggested to the ventle 
man from Illinois, [Mr. Turner,]} so to modify 
his motion as that the House should meet to-mo;. 
row, and that when it adjourns to-morrow 
should adjourn to meet on Wednesday. j 
Mr. TURNER did not so modify his motion 
Mr. COBB inquired of the Speaker, whether it 
would be in order for him to move an amendmen 
in accordance with the suggestion he had made? 
The SPEAKER said the amendment would po 
be inorder, It was only a motion that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet ona parucular 
day which was in order. 
Mr. TURNER thereupon withdrew his motion, 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


And the House resumed the consideration of 
, business on the private calendar, 
Mr. HAMMONS suggested that as there had 
| been a number of bills reported from the Commit. 
tee of the Whole to the House, without amend. 
thent, they should severally be read by their titles, 
and passed. 
The SPEAKER said that that course could be 
pursued only by general consent. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, insisted upon the 
rezular course of proceedings. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bills reported this day from the Committee 
_ of the Whole, when the amendments to the two 
bills last mentioned on the list were agreed to; and 
all the bills reported by the committee were sever. 
ally ordered to be engrossed, and being engrossed, 
were read a third time and passed, and sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the following bills heretofore reported from the 
Committee of the Whole, which were lying on 
the Speaker’s table, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William De Buys, late 
postmaster of New Orleans; 

A bill to refund to Charles A. Kellett the ton. 
nage duties and light money paid on the Chinese 
junk Keying; 

A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Moors; 

When the same were severally ordered to be 
engrossed, and being engrossed, were read a third 
time and passed, and sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence. 

Mr. CONGER from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a communication from the 
Clerk of the House, of the 1]]th instant, in rela- 
tion to furnishing books to the members, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by the following res- 
olution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and he is 

| hereby, directed to accept the above recited proposition to 

furnish the American State Papers, and such other booksas 

| have been not yet purchased by him, at prices not exceeding 
| those heretofore paid. 


The report and resolution baving been read— 


Mr. EMBREE moved to amend the resolution, 
by striking out all after the word ‘Resolved,”’ and 
inserting the following: 


* That the original resolution of the last Congress [order- 
| ing the books] be, and hereby is, reseinded.”’ 


Mr. WENTWORTH said he had been in the 
habit, ever since he had had a seat on this floor, of 
voting with his fellow-members for these books. 
He had voted them for himself, and had received 
them some sessions since. But when the individ- 
uals who were interested here in the sale of these 
books had come to himself and other gentlemen of 
the same Congress of which he was first a mem- 
ber, and in which he had received the books, they 
had suggested to him that the edition was about 
exhausted; that there were only a few of these 
, books remaining; and the books were voted by 
| members under a limitation of some kind, which 
| it was expected would soon put an énd entirely to 
their distribution. The next Congress had adopted 
the same resolution, with a similar limitation; and 
| So it came to the last Congress, when he had voted 
_ for them also. Still these books were to be found; 
and upon investigation, he was perfectly well sat- 
| isfied that they were the same old books. He 
| thought there had been some three or four hundred 
| of these books going round this Congress for the 
|| last ten years. Now, he was willing to vote for 
|, this resolution, but he wished some gentleman 
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would have it modified, so that the Clerk of this 
House should take these books and send them to 
s of residence of gentlemen who were to 
receive them; and let them have an end of voting 
away, over and over again, the same books. He 
vas convineed that these books had been taken by 
os bought from them for a very few dol- 
booksellers in the city, and furnished 
the new orders of the 


the place 


members, 
lars by the 
by them again, to supply 
House. 

Mr. HUNT begged that the gentleman would 
not make a charge of that kind without bringing 
forward some satisfactory evidence to sustain 
“es WENTWORTH said he had given his 

yeity and his evidence. ' 

ao BROWN, of Pennsylvania, said he could 
ceive afact bearing upon the question. He had 
received a letter at home from some of the book- 
sellers in the city, offering for these State papers a 
sum which was a good deal less than one-third the 
sum charged by them when furnished by them to ; 
the House under_its order, 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he wished new mem- 
bers to understand that he was not embarrassing 
their proposition at all, He was not going to op- 
pose it, and they need not be alarmed. He had 
got the books himself, and he was ready to vote 
tvem for gentlemen who had not received them; 
but there should be an end of this system some- 
where, and he was honestly of opinion that if the 
books now distributed could be sent out of the city 
and kept out, future orders (if the House should 
make any) could not be supplied, and hundreds 
and thousands of dollars would Le saved to the 
Government, 

Mr. McLANE wished the opportunity to say | 
that he was opposed to the report of the commit- 
tee and to the resolution, and hoped they would 
be laid on the table. He thought the Clerk of the 
House, in the exercise of his own sound discre- | 
tion, would be under obligation to see that books 
were not purchased from former members. 

Mr. WENTWORTH (continuing) said there 
were older heads in the matter in this District than 
any gentleman on this floor. ‘The House had 
guarded the resolution every year, and he believed 
sometwo or three years since they had a committee 
to investigate this subject; but,it had ended in 
nothing. ‘he books were giveg to members; when 
they went away, it was optional for them to take 
them or sell them. There was no doubt but the 
books had been sold; but when they voted these 
books to members of Congress, for the benefit of | 
their districts, their schools, their libraries, &c., | 
(for such were the usual pretexts brought up to 
justify the vote,) they should go there—they should 
be taken from here; and, he believed, if members 
of Congress should take the books home which 


they would get under this resolution, there would | 


never any more be found in the District. 

[Great sensation, and cries of ‘* Name them.’’] 

He wished the Clerk to draw up an amendment 
which he would offer, providing that the Clerk | 
should see that these books were taken to the 
respective residences of the members of Congtess 
receiving them. It might cost a little for transport- 
ation, but it would save the Government thousands | 
of dollars. 

Mr. McLANE said he was opposed to the adop- 
tion of the report and of the resolution. He did | 
not mean to indulge in speculations as to the course 
of honoratile gentlemen in relation to this matter 
who had been members of preceding Congresses. | 
There could be no doubt at all that this Congress, 
when they had adopted the resolution at the last 
session providing for these books, intended in good | 
faith to receive all the books which were at the 
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he supposed, were now ready for delivery. And 
he supposed that those books which the Clerk 
could not obtain without a vielation of his duty, 
he would not receive. He hoped the House would 
either lay the report and resolution on the table, 
and leave the Clerk, on his own re sponsibility and 
character as a pubite officer, to execute the original 
resoluuon, Or that they would refer this whole 
subject to a committee of this House. Now,asa 
member of this House, he was unwilling, after the 
statement of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Wentworrn,| to receive these additional books, 
in the face of the communication of the Clerk of this 
House that he could not obtain them except by 
contract with the booksellers, and of the statement 
made by a member of this House, that the book- 
sellers got them from members. He was disinclined 
to receive them. He did not want the gentleman 
from Illinois to designate the names of members 
who had sold their books; he should not be called 
on todo so. It was enough for him (Mr. McL.) 
to know tha it was within the knowledge of the 
gentleman that that was the mode and manner in 
which the booksellers got these books. 

He repeated that they, as members of this House, 


| knew that the Clerk was ready to deliver all that 


could be obtained in good faith; and he submitted 


| that they should adopt no additional resolution to 
| enable the Clerk of the tiouse to obtain, by indi- 


rection, what no genUeman on this floor would ob- 
tain by direction, e 

He moved to lay the report and resolution on 
the table. He however withdrew the mouon at 
the request of— 

Mr. BOTTS, who, remarking that he had no 
desire to occupy the attenuon of the House for 
one moment, said he had offered this resolution at 
the last session of Congress, to furnish members 
of the House with books; and he simply desired 
to state the circumstances under which he had 
moved it. Liaving been a member here several 
sessions before, he had himself received all these 
books, and he had them now in his library at 
home. ‘That resolution had been drawn up trom 
the Journal of some preceding session, and was, 
he believed, a verbatim copy of sume previous res- 
olution of this character; and it had veen brought 
to him at his desk, and he had been earnestly so- 
licited, by a number of gentlemen who had not 
received these books, as an older member of the 
House, and as one who had received these books, 
to present this resolution. Being disposed to ex- 
tend to gentlemen the same liberality fas on a 
former occasion had been extended to him, he 
had presented the resolution, without any knowl- 
edge as to the mode by which these books had 
been obtained; and he was rather disposed to think 
that some of these gentlemen who had been so 


\| urgent in requesting him to oller the resolution 


voted against it on the yeas and nays. [A laugh.) 
That was their look-out, however. 

He had simply desired to state the circumstan- 
ces undér which he had offered the resolution at 
the last session, to acquit himself from any paru- 
cipation in any such arrangement as was siated to 


| have existed, and to state, at the same time, that the 


books which he had received, he had at home in 
his library. ' 
in compliance with his pledge to Mr. McLane, 


| he concluded by renewing the motion to lay on 


command of the Clerk; and that no gentleman | 


supposed he would receive the books which some | 
other member had received and sold. Now, if he 
understood this report and resolution, it was sub- 
stantially to enable the Clerk of the House to ob- | 
tain, by indirection, the books which had been fur- 
nished to members of preceding Congresses, and 
by them sold, and which had found their way into 
the hands of booksellers in this city. This was 
undoubtedly the substantial effect of this resolu- 
tion. He was opposed to it. If it was not passed, 


this Congress, all the books ordered by the reso- 
lution of the last session which the Clerk could 
obtain in good faith without reprinting, without 


| the House had no concepuon at all. 


the table. 

Mr. McLANE, at the earnest request of Mr. 
Cocke, and on pledge of its renewal, again with- 
drew the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. COCKE said, he thought it was bigh time 
for the House of Representatives to turn their 
attention to this system of purchasing books for 
members of Congress. He thought that the great- 
est frauds and the most outrageous transacuons 
had been carried on under this system, of which 
tie thought 
it was wrong, and grossly wrong, and the less the 
matter was stirred by the House, the beuer, he 
had no doubt, it would be for géntlemen on this 
floor before their constiuents. ‘Ihe people knew 
nothing about this matter, about what had Leen 
the secret working of this system heretofore. He 
would pledge himself, if this Llouse would give him 


| a committee, to examine into the proceedings and 
he supposed he should receive, as a member of | 


bring to light the history of this system of pur- 
chasing books. What had been the facts? Did 
not the Clerk of the House tell them that the edi- 
uons of these books had been exhausted? that the 


purchasing from former members. These books, |, publishers of them had not had copies for years, 








| House but a moment. 
| books as a member of a former Congress; they 
4 were now at his home, and at the service of hia 
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and that fthey had only sold them to Congress? 
How, then, did the booksellers get them into their 
possession? How could they, except by purchas- 
ing them from gentlemen who had heretofore been 
members of this House? What had been the his- 
tory of the matter heretofore? Why, the House 
of Representatives had passed resolutions giving — 

Mr. TURNER here interposed and begged to 
inquire of the gentleman from Tennessee whether 
he himself had got these books? 

Mr. COCKE would respond to the gentleman 
with great pleasure. He had received these Looks, 
and they were at bis residence. 

He wanted the country to see the manner in 
which the system had worked. How had it been ? 
W hy, gentlemen who were entitled to receive these 
books under the resolutions which had been passed 
from time to time, would go down to the bookseller 
in the city of Washington, who had, or who pro- 
fessed to have these books for sale,(and it fi equently 
happened that they had none of them,) and imstead 
of actually getting the books, would receive from 


| the bookseller $150 or $200, and execute a receipt 


In satisfaction of his claim for books under the reso- 
lution of the House; the bookseller would present 
this receipt to the Clerk of the. House, and receive 
some $700 or $500, without a book being produced 
or received. Why, it would be far beter at once 
to give the member who desired to engage in this 
speculation his $150 or $200; and the Government 
would save the $500 or $600 which the bookseller 
put into his pocket by it. 

He was opposed to the whole aystem; and if 
the country could know the manner in which it 


| worked, no member would dare go before his con- 


sutuents and support it. 


He would pledge himself before this House, if 
the House would just institute a committee, to 


| expose and bring this whole matter to hight. 


[Some gentlemen suggested that there had been 
a committee raised during the last Congress on 


| this question. } 


It was true (said Mr. C.) that a committee was 
raised during the last Congress, with power to 
send for persons and papers, and inquire whether 
members of preceding Congresses had sold their 
books, and as to the manner in which they were 
furnished to the House. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, (in his seat.) 
was the report of that committee? 

Mr. COCKE. They never reported at all. 

Mr. COBB said he did not know whether that 


What 


| committee made a report; but the result of their 


investigation, he believed, was to furnish them- 
selves with books. (Laughter. } ¢ 

Mr. COCKE replied, that the result.of their in- 
vestigation was, that it was. best to say as little as 
eee keep the whole thing from the country. 

n conclusion, in compliance with his pledge, he 
moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. TURNER hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw the motion, as he wished to say a few 
words, 

Mr. COCKE declined to do so, not feeling him- 
self at liberty, having been enabled to speak hign- 
self only by the courtesy of Mr. Borts, and that 
under pledge to renew the motion, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays on the motion to Jay on the table; which 
were refused, only six gentlemen rising to order 
them. 

The question was then taken without a division, 
and the House refused to lay the report and reso- 
lution on the table. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Emprer— 

Mr GIDDINGS said he wished to detain the 
He had received these 


| constituents; and he hesitated not to say, he would 
| a§ soon sell his own fair fame as to dispose of these 
| books. No man could take them from his con- 
| stituents. They had been received by him as a 
| trustee, for the benefit of those whom he repre- 
sented; they were held by him as such. From all 
parts of his district his constituents came to get 
information from them. Now, so far from laying 
this subject on the table, he was prepared at once 
to vote to go to the expense of printing new edi- 
tions, if necessary, of all these works, to be dis- 
| tributed among the people of the United States. 
| He believed it was a far higher duty to send out 


.| this informauon to the people than it waa to enier 





: 

{ 
ei 
i 





into the expenditure of untold millions for the pur- 
pose of de stroying people. 

Mr. G. said we could carry on a foreign war, 
but when we talked of sending out information to 
the people, it was quite another thing with politi- 
cal economists of a certain school, who were ready 
to enter into petty calculations of economy and re 
trenchment. He discarded all such systems of 
economy. Any expenditure for the information 
of the public mind—he cared not in what form— 
he was prepard to meet. He was prepared to go 
to any amount of expenditure for the purpose of 
sending out to the people that information which 
could be obtained from no other source, for the 
information contamed im these publicauions could, 
much of it, be found nowhere else. He had these 
books himself; he had opposed the resolution at the 
time; he had voted against it. He had felt hon- 
estly, sim erely opposed to the practice of voung 
bouks to be distributed among the members of Con- 
grees; butexperience had taught him the utility and 
the necessity of sending out these publications to 
the country ; and he was now prepared (as he had 
said before) to vote them. He would not take 
them at second hand from former members, (if 
there were any such to be ebtained,) but he would 
gro to the expense of publishing new editions, and 
distributing them to every member who had not 
rot them. ‘Those members who came trom the 
far West (for there had never been a copy in that 
section of country) ought to be supphed. ‘They 
ought to go to the people, and be accessible to 
them. 

He concluded by moving to refer the whole sub- 
ject to a select committee. 

Mr. V ENABLE said he had been somewhat 
astonished at the course of remark in which the 
gentleman from Hilinois [Mr. Wenrworrn] had 
indulged in relation to this subject. He had 
been somewhat astonished to hear gentlemen 
rise and make declarations and charges against 
the Llouse which well-bred and honorable gentle- 
men would repel and rebuke in a becoming man- 
ner, if made against them individually. Ete had 
heard gentlemen rise on this floor and charge mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives with the 
low, little, dirty trick of selling, for their own 
private, pecuniary advantage, books which had 
been given them by the vote of this House. He 
had heard the charge made; and no man ought to 
make it without being willing to name the indi- 
viduals who were guilty. He had been taught 
from his childhood to consider the man who in- 
sulted a crowd as a coward, because he assailed 
therg all equally, and no one had the opportunity 
to rise and- redress the insult. He held that a man 
who rose and insulted the American Congress had 
traveled without the rules of good breeding. If 
there was a man who had sold his books—who 
had committed this little, dirty act—let him be 
known. 

The gentleman should not shoot from behind a 
wall. if they had to make laws to prevent pecu- 
lation and fraud by the American Congress, the 
American people should be infowned whose mis- 
deeds occasioned such laws. It had been neces- 
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[Severar voices: “Give them the committee.’’] 


He was willing (he said) to give them the com- | 


mittee, but he hoped he should never see the day 
when he should stand on this floor and charge 
members with swindling, without being willing 
to name the individuals who were guilty. 


Mr. WENTWORTH wished to explain, and 


(the floor being yielded) stated that his remarks | 


were based upon these facts, to which he wished 
to call the atrention of the gentleman from North 


Carolina, [Mr. Venasie,] viz: that the first ime | 
they had got these books, they had been told that | 
there were only so many to be had; the next Con- || 
gress had been told the same story, but had ordered | 
and received the books; and now Congress heard | 


the same thing, that the books could scarcely be 
found, and yet they had a bookseller of this city 
offering to contract to furnish them. 


This had been the case for several Congresses, | 
and he wished the gentlemag from North Carolina | 


to bear in mind, if he was a member of the next 
Congress, the prophecy which he (Mr. W.) now 


made, that unless some such measure as he pro- | 


posed were taken to prevent a repetition of this 


proceeding, in spite of all the difficulues they now 


had to obtain the books, the same resolution would 


be offered, and the books would be furnished by 


the booksellers. Where, he would ask the gen- 
tleman, did the booksellers get them? 

Mr. VENABLE continued— 

He hoped the é@louse would understand him. 
He objected to the intimation of the gentleman 


from Iilinois, [Mr. Wenrwortu,] that in order to | 
preserve the morals of the members of this House, | 
it was necessary that an order should be passed || 


taking these books out of their control, and send- 
ing them to the place of their destination by spe- 


cial messengers, or by the public carrier. The | 


gentleman was afraid to trust the books in the 


possession of those to whom they belonged, lest | 


they should enter into some low, dirty contract for 


“the disposition of them. Every suggestion of that 


sary heretofore to make rules for the restraint of | 


abuses in the use of paper and stationery and the 
franking privilege; but he supposed the facts which 
made such rules necessary were well established. 
He felt the blush of shame upon his cheek, that this 
House—that an American Congress should have 
this slander upon them, thrown broadcast before 
their consutuents and before the world, that they 
were alow class of swindlers. He called upon gen- 
tlemen co fix the charge—to specify the individual 
members who had been guilty. He [Mr. V.] never 
made acharge which he was not willing to substan- 
tiate by specific facts. 

He had voted against receiving these books, 
but the resolution having passed the House, he 
meant to receive them, and he meant to stand 
before his constituents upon thataction. He had 
received the Congressional Globe last fall, a por- 
tion of it: he meant to receive all these books, and 
to carry them home for the use of his constituents. 

He repeated, that the American Congress, com- 
posed of gentlemen, (for they came as gentlemen 
to represent the people of the United States,) for 
the protection of its character and good name, 
should demand, that when a charge was made in- 
volving dishonor pon all these to whom it ap- 
plied, the member who made it should fx it 
#pecificaily upon those who were guilty. 

=> 


kind was a reflection upon the American Con- 
gress—it was a reflection upon every member 
of the body, and especially upon every new mem- 
ber. ‘The gentleman was so much afraid to trust 
tht new members of this House, that he proposed 


to take the guardianship- of their property upon | 
himself, or to make the Clerk of this House the | 


special guardian of it. If there were any merm- 
bers of this House who had acted wrongly in re- 
gard to this matter, it was to their shame. He 
trusted there were none such here now. He could 
not sit here, and hear the honor and the integrity 


of the American Congress ‘assailed by a proposi- | 


tion which was designed to keep them from cheat- 
ing the public. 
tie would vote for the resolution of the commit- 
tee. He would vote for the books—they were valu- 
able. He had already received a portion of them, 
and he had taken them home, where his constituents 
might have the benefit of them. ‘There was no 
necessity to reprint them. If members ‘had sold 
them, and booksellers had bought them, that was 
a question of morality between the member and 
the bookseller. The books were none the less 
valuable for having passed through other hands. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose to explain. 
Mr. VENABLE having yielded the floor— 
Mr. EVANS was understood to say, that the 
gentieman from Illinois [Mr. Wenrwortn] had 


stated that quite a limited number of copies of 


these books were printed at first. He (Mr. E.) 
was informed that there had been as many as sever 
hundred-and fifty copies printed. There certainly 
had not been seven hundred and fifty members. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. How many years is 
it since we first had these books? 

Mr. VENABLE claimed the floor. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, asked Mr. V. 
to yield for one moment. 

Mr. VENABLE having done so— 

Mr. BROWN said he desired to state the facts 
of the case. There had always been an indis- 
position to circulate these books; but it was said 
that they were printed on the faith of Congress, 
and that it'was due to the printers that Con- 
gress should pay for them, and distribute them. 
‘This was the ground upon which the books were 
distributed at first. All'the old members knew that. 

Mr. VENABLE resumed the floor, and pro- 
ceeded. He repeated that these books were of value, 
and he was glad that he had them in his office. 


He did not think the money misspent. He be- 
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22, 
lieved that they contained political and historic.) 
information of great value to the country, ond 
that, for the records of facts which they containo. 
they would continue to be valuable. “But, in +). 
name of every member who had not received jj, 
books, in the name of the American Congress. 
and for the honor of the American people, he en, 
tered his solemn protest against any member ma. 
king a direct charge of immorality, without dic. 

| unctly naming before the House the individuals 
who had committed it. 

He concluded by demanding the previous ques 
tion. 

The SPEAKER directed the attention of the 
House to the fact, that an amendment had been 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mg. Ey. 
BREE,| providing that the order of the House jp 
relation to the distribution of these books should 
be rescinded. 

There was some parliamentary authority, the 
Speaker was understood to say, for deciding that 
the order might be rescinded. .But in the present 
case the order had, as far as possible, been execu. 
ted. So far as it had been executed, it was not 
the subject of reconsiderations The Speaker ruled 
|| the amendment out of order. . 

Mr. EMBREE submitted that the question on 
his amendment should be taken, so far as it could 
operate in this case. 

The SPEAKER expressed doubts on the point 
of order 

Mr. EMBREE insisted on his amendment. 

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to re- 
duce it to writing; which was accordingly done, 

And the Speaker admitted it. 

A motion was made that the House adjoum; 
| which motion was rejected. 
|| The question then recurred on the modified’ 
| amendment of Mr. Empree, which was to strike 

out from the resolution of the Committee on Print- 

ing all after the word ‘ Resolved,’’ and insert a 
| provision that so much of the order contained in 
the original resolution as had not been executed, 
should be rescinded. 

Mr. BOTTS rose to inquire of the Chair what 
the effect of this amendment would be? It was 
known to the House that some of the books had 
already been received by the members. 

The SPEAKER interposed with the remark, 
that the previous question having been called for, 
it was not in order to debate. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question; and there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the modi- 
fied amendment of Mr. Emsreeg, and then on the 
resolution of the Committee on Printing) was 
ordered to be now taken, 

Mr. EMBREE asked for the yeas and nays on 
his amendment. 

But on seconding the demand therefor, only four 
| members rose. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was then taken, and decided in the 
| negative. 

So the amendment as modified Was rejected. 

And then the original resolution was adopted. 

Mr. STRONG moved a reconsideration of the 
vote; which was laid upon the table. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn; but 
was withdrawn at the request of— 
| The SPEAKER, who, by general consent, laid 
| before the House the following communications: 
| I. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
_mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of the 18th instant, a copy of * Order No. 
172, issued at the mouth of the Rio Grande, in 
‘Texas, on the 7th July, 1848, by command of 

Major General John E. Wool.”’ 

II. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
| mitting, agreeably to the act of March 2, 1799, an 
abstract of the reiurns made to the Department of 
| State by the collectors of customs, pursuant to the 
act of May 28th, 1796, for the relief and protection 
of American seamen; showing the number of sea- 
mer registered in the several ports of entry of the 
United States during the year ending 30th Sep- 
tember, 1848. , 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

IIL. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
| December 14, a statement showing the amount 
_of coal imported under the several tariffs of 1846 
‘and 1842, and the amount of revenue derived 
| therefrom. ' 
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1848. 


Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
iV. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- | 
mitting, 1 compliance with a resoluuon of the 


House of the 2]st instant, a report from the First 
Assistant Postmaster General in regard toa system 
of reduced postages, a&c. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 
And then the Llouse adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented | 


under the rule, and referred : 
Ry Mr. STEPHENS: The memorial of Dr. D. V. Quenau- 


don, asking a grant of Jand to a regiment of volunteers to | 
go to Oregon, on certain conditions, &c.: referred to the | 


Committee on Military Affairs. , 
By Mr. CUMMINS: The petition of Ephraim Harrison 
and 112 others, citizens of Coshocton county, Ohio, praying 


for the establishment of a post route from Humphrey’s Villa, | 
in Holmes county, via Van Buren, to Warsaw, in Coshoc- | 


ton county, Ole. . fe = of 

By Me. GRINNELL: The petition of 8, C. Dillingham 
and thirty-eight other citizens of Falmouth, Massachusetts, 
asking the reduction of postage on letiers to the uniform rate 
of three cents. Also, the petition otf E. Swift and twenty- 
five other citizens of Falmouth, and tofty-four citizens of 
Nantucket, asking an appropriation tor the preservation of 
Great Woods Hole Harbor, 1u Massachusetts. 

By Mr. NICOLL: The memorial of Andrew J. Clifton, 


> 
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Mr. WENTWORTH moved a call of the 
House, and on that motion demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the House adjourn, ; 

Mr. PETTIT rose simultaneously to make the 
same motwon. ; i 

The yeas and nays being asked and ordered, the 
question was taken, and the vote stood—yeas 63, 
nays 101. ‘ 

So the House again refused to adjourn. 


Mr. WENTWORTH (a quorum having voted ) 


| withdrew his motion for a call of the House. 


And the question recurred on Mr. Rock we.u’s 
mowuon,. 


_ Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the House | 


resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER stated that the motiot to go 


into Committee of the Whole on the private cal- | 


endar was sull pending, and had the preference. 
If that motion was rejected, the motion of the gen- 


| tleman from Illinois would be in order. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
The .question was then taken on Mr. Rock- 
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case. There was a very elaborate report made 
by the majority of the committee for payment for 
the slave. The minority in their report resisted 
the payment for upon constitutional 
grounds. ‘The constitutional question was elab- 
orately argued both by the minority and the ma- 
jority. But apart from the constitutional objec- 
tions, the minority contended that there was noth- 
ing in this case which would constitute a good 
claim for the payment for this man Lewis, even if 
he were property; and they contended further, that 
slaves had never been secognized as property, and 
never paid for as such by Congress, except in one 
solitary case; which occurred at the first session 
of the twenty-eighth Congress. In that instance, 
the bill was allowed to pass on an objection day, 
by oversight. He himself was a member of the 
House at that time, and being aware that the 
late disunguished gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams,} and the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Gippinés,| were watching it, he had not paid 
particular attention to it. It passed in the absence 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, and for 
some reason or other it escaped the notice of the 
gentleman from Ohio, and it was the only instance 


the slave 


| WELL’s motion, and was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

‘The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Boyn, of | 
Kentucky, in the chair,) for the consideration of 
| bills on the private calendar. 
| The CHAIRMAN announced that the first bill 
| in order was the bill for the relief of Lyon and 
Howard. 

At the suggestion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of 
Connecticut, who stated that it was the desire of 
gentlemen who were interested in this bill upon 


praying compensation for the salvage of public property 
wrecked at Tampico, Mexico: referred to the Committee 

\ on Claims. 

By Mr. TALLMADGE: The memorial of George Wilks, 
of the city of New York, for the construction of a national 
railroad, commencing ata point on the Missouri, aud ex- 
tending to the Pacific Ocean. 

By Mr. BOWLLN: The petition of Solomon Davis and 
sixty other citizens of Oregon county, Missouri, praying a 
ehange of entry of a small tract of land which by mistake 
was located upon hills entirely unfit for cultivation, or any 
other purpose, instead of his home, which he designed to 
enter: referred to the Comuitiee ou Public Lands. 

By Mr. N. K. HALL: The petition of sundry inhabitants 
of the county of Erie, praying for a new mail route from 
Evans to Brant, in said county, with statements of the post- 


on our legislative records where a slave had been 
paid for as property. Upon investigation, it would 
be found that cases much stronger than the present 
one had been presented and rejected. One of these 
arose upon application made by a person of the 
name of Larche, for payment for a negro man 
| who was killed at the battle of New Orleans. The 
| slave, together with a horse and cart, the property 
of Larche, were impressed into the public service 
| by order of the commanding officer. During the 
| battle the negro and horse were killed, and the 
cart destroyed, by the cannon shot of the enemy. 





masters at Evans, Collins, Brant, and Irving, in favor of the 
same. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, December 23, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. KENNON rose to a privileged question, 
and stated that his name was recorded on the 
Journal in the list of absentees reported yesterday 
from the Committee of the Whole to the House. 
He was present, (he saig,) and answered to his 
name, but he presumed the Clerk did not hear 
him. He moved that the Journal be amended to 
state the fact that he was present. 

The motion was agreed to. . 


Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the private calendar; but wuived the 
motion for a moment at the request of— 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, who moved that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Wednes- 
day next. 

Mr. GREELEY moved to amend the motion by 
striking out ** Wednesday” and inserting * Tues- 
day;’’ and called for the yeas aud nays on” the 
amendment. 

The Elouse refused to order the yeas and nays, 
and the question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected, f 

The question tecurring on the resolution— 

Mr. GREELEY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were not ordered. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


Mr. ROCKWELL renewed his motion; but 
again waived it at the suggestion of — 

The SPEAKER, that there was lying on the 
Sreaker’s table the joint resolution for the relief 
oi Samuel T. Anderson, which had been engrossed, 
and that it now be put on its passage. 

Phe joint resolution having been taken up for 
consideration, the-reading of the report was called 
for; and some delay arising in finding the paper, the 
resolution was passed over informally. 

The SPEAKER propounded the question on 
Mr. Rockweu’s motion. - 

Mr. PET TIT moved that the House adjourn. 

On this question the yeas and nays having been 
asked and not ordered, the vote was taken, and 
stood—ayes 50, noes 62—no quorum voting. - 

The question was again taken by tellers, and the 
vote stood—ayes 57, noes 66—a quorum. 

So the House refused to-adjourn. 

The question recurring on Mr. Rocxwex.’s 
motion, was taken by tellers, and the vote stood— 
ayes 71, noes 26—no quorum voting. 








both sides, it was informally passed over by gen- 
eral consent. 


The bili for the relief of John P. Skinner and 


. . ‘ | 
the legal representatives of Isaac Green next came 


up. 


{It provides for the payment from the treasury 
to the parties named of $8,313 34, ‘‘being the 
amount received by the United States, on a judg- | 


ment recovered by them against the said John P. 
Skinner and Isaac Green, in his lifetime, as sure- 
ties of Thomas Emmerson.”’ 


‘The reading of the report was called for; and it || 


having been read— 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


House. 

Mr. DICKINS 
require the committee to commence at that point 
on the calendar where they had left off at their last 
session? 

The CHAIRMAN replied, he believed it had 
not been the practice, except on objection days. 

The next bill was for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Antonio Pacheco. 

[This bill was reported February 9, 1848, by 
Mr. Burg, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and provides for the paymentto the parties named of 





$1,000, *‘ this sum being the value of a slave trans- | 


ported with the Seminole Indians to the West, by || sented by a Mr. De Autrieve, for payment for a 


order of General Jesup.”’ 

Two reports accompany the bill: the majonty 
report by Mr. Burt, and the minority report by 
Mr. Dickey, signed also by Messrs. Witson, 
Fisner, and Marvin. The majority and the mi- 
nority agree in the statement of the facts in the 
case, which are thus set forth by Mr. Burr, in 
behalf of the majority of the commiitee: 


It is thus proved that Pacheco was the owner of a negro 


slave named Lewis, who was hired by an officer of the army, 
duly authorized from his owner, as an interpreter aud guide 


to the ill-fated command of Major Dade; that he was one of 


the few survivors of the disastrous defeat of that command, 
and remained, either voluntarily or as a captive, among the 


hostile [ndians, until the spring of 1837, when he accompa. | 


nied Jumper, a Seminole chief, to one of the military posts 
in Morida; that he was then claimed by his owner ; and the 
military commander in whose control he was retused to de- 
liver him to his owner, and ordered that he be sent with the 
Indians to the West, because he deemed his transportation 
proper;inasmuch as he was considered capable of exercising 


an injurious influence over the Inidians; and that, in pursu- 


ance of this order, he was transpoited to tie West, and his 
owner thereby deprived of bis value.” 

The constitutional and other questions involved 
are elaborately argued by both the majority and 
the minority of the committee: the former report 
the bill, the latter ‘* that the petitioner is not enti- 
tled to relief.” 

Mr. DICKEY desired the Clerk to read so 
much of the report as presented the facts of the 





Y inquired if the rule did not 


| in 1812, at New Orleans. 








|} claim. 


The Committee on Claims reported in favor of 


| paying for the horse and cart as property, but 


against paying for the man, because he was a 
person. ‘his was one of the strongest eases that 


| could be presented to the consideration of Congress. 


‘The owner had not hired the slave to Government, 
but the*’slave had been impressed, against the will 
of his master. If any case could be attended with 
circumstances which demanded pay from the Gov- 
ernment for the loss of a slave, this was surely such 
acase. Yet the committee, composed of men from 
the southern States as well as from the northern 
States, appeared to have come to the unanimous 
conclusion that to allow this claim would be an 
overturning of the established usages of the Gov 

ernment. That committee said, that upon exami- 


| nation made at the Treasury Department, they 


had learned that no instance could be found of 
slaves killed during the revolutionary war, or 


| during the war of 1812, being paid for, although 
| claims had been i 


|| If gentlemen would examine into our past history, 


presented in various instances, 


they would find that it had been an established 


principle of the legislation of Congress never to 
pay for slaves as property. 
He referred to another case, in which this sub- 


| ject had undergone a very deliberate consideration 


by Congress in the year 1828: it was a claim pre- 


negro man who was pressed into the public service 
In this case, the slave 
was not killed, but was wounded. Time was lost 


| in healing those wounds, and a medical bill was 
|, Incurred, 


The committee who had charge of 
this case reported against paying for these items; 
and a gentleman who was then a distinguished 
member of this House from Louisiana, (Mr. Liv- 
ingston,} moved to amend the bill, by providing 
for payment for the time lost and the services ren- 
dered by the slave. The question underwent dis- 


| cussion in’ this House for three weeks; and gen- 


tlemen who would refer to that debate, would find 
from its tenor, as well as from the ultimate result, 
that Congress did not contemplate payment for the 
time and services of this person as property; and 
this had been the uniform legislation of Congress. 

Within a few years past, he knew that efforts 
had been made to establish a different principle— 


| the principle of paying for slaves as property. It 
| was, that which the minority of the committee 


resisted, and which they resisted on constitutional 
grounds. He would not now enter into the con- 


| stitutional argument; but he contended, that in 


this particular case, (independently of the consti- 
tional objections.) Congress were not bound, by 
any principles of law or of equity, to sustain the 
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He must ask the Clerk to read to the House the 
statement of facts as presented by the majority of 
the committee, and which he believed were cor- 
rectly stated, 

The Clerk commenced the reading, when— 

Mr. WHITE interposed, and asked the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania if it was necessary lo have 
the report read? It was very long. 

Mr. DICKEY said he should like to have the 
facis presented to the considerauon of the House. 
This ease involved a very Important principle, 
which must be presented ve) the consideration of 
Congress. ; 

The Clerk then continued and concluded the 
reading of that portion of the report (given above) 
which sets forth the facts of the case. 

Mr. DICKEY conunued. The House would 
perceive (he suid) from the statement of the facts, 
that this negro Was hired as an interpreter or guide 
in Dade’s command; that he was captured by the 
Seminole Indians, or es aped tothem; that he was 
subsequently recaptured, or came in with Chiet 
Jumper at the capitulation with General Jesup in 
1837; that his former owner claimed him as his 
property; that the officers refused to deliver him 
up, because he was a captive taken in the war fight- 
ing against our country. Applicauon was made 
to the court of Louisiana by the owners of slaves 
for thedelivery of slaves who had come in under the 
capitulation with General Jesup. General Gaines 
defended them against the ciaims of their masters, 
on the principle that they were prisoners of war, 
who had been captured bearing arms against our 
country; and the court of Louisiana sustained 
General Gaines’s view, and refused to deliver them 
over; and they went to the western country, and 
were now there. 

Mr. BURT wished the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania todo him the favor to mention the case 
in which that decision was made. 

Mr. DICKEY replied, that he could not atéhe 
moment give the honorable gentleman from South 


Carolina the uile of the case; but he would refer | 


him to document No, 225, third session twenty- 
fifth Congress, in which he would find set forth 
all the facts he was now stating to the House; and 
it might be when he (Mr, D.) came to reexamine 
that document No, 225, he might find that the 
man Lewis was one of some sixty slaves captured 
by the Creek Indians, and claimed by them as 
their property under the General Orders of Gen- 
eral Jesup. Our Government finding itself in 
cifficulty, growing out of that order of General 
Jesup, mstead of paying some $6,000 or $7,000 
for the negroes thus captured, concluded to deliver 
them over to the Creek chiets, and they sold the 
right and tide to them to a Mr. Watson, whom 
the gentieman from Georgia [Mr. Coss} knew. 
He was not certain but that this man (Lewis) 
would be found among this number. 
Mr.GLDDINGS (from his seat) said he would not, 
Mr. DICKEY. The genteman from Ohio said 
he would not. But he would refer his friend from 
South Carolina to document No, 225, where he 
would find that the courts of Louisiana held that 
these persons could not be turned over to the in- 
dividuals claiming them as slaves, because they 
Were warriors, and must go to the western country; 
and they had gone there. Our officers could not 
deliver them up, and they very properly refused, 


and we were not answerable for this man being | 


taken, on the ground that he was taken for the 
public use. We had not got this property in our 
possession; we were not using him. He was now 
in the West, enjoying all the rights of a freeman 
among the Indians. It was not such a taking of 
private property for the public use as was contem- 


plated by the Constitution of the United States, be- | 


cause, they contended, by the Constitution of the 
United States there could be no property in man. 
No such principle was recognized in that Consti- 
tation, The Constitution treated slaves as per- 
sons subject to be hired into your service, as his 
son or your son might be hired; and if they were 
lost or killed in the public service, as his son or 
your son might be lost or killed, those who claimed 
to be their owners were no more entitled to be 
paid for them than he would be for his son. ‘The 
principle was the same. ‘They were recognized as 
persons by the Constitution of the United States; 
they were recognized as property by the local, 
municipal laws of the State. ‘There was no part 
of the Constitution of the United States which 








abled thodse to whom their labor was due, to re- 
claim them when escaping from that service into a 
free State;and there was nothing, so faras he knew, 
to hinder the owner of the man Lewis from going 
to the Indian territory and reclaiming him. He was 
there; his owner could get him. ‘This Government 
interposed no opposition to his doing so. ‘The 
representatiyes of Pacheco had no right to claim 
of this officer the delivery of this man. 

If they had the right, there were the judicial tri- 
bunals to which they might have resorted to enforce 
their claims: why did not they resort to them? 
Because he supposed they were aware of the de- 
cision of the courts of Louisiana, where General 
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Dec. 26. 


Mr. BURT said the gentleman seemed con. 
scious that he had voluntarily violated the rule of 
order. He did not rise to make any objections 
to the allowing of a latitude in this debate: byt he 
did rise to know, in advance, whether it was the 


_ intention of the committee that these subjects wer, 
” 


Gaines had defended the rights of these persons, 


and had been sustained by the court. 


As he had Lefore said, he was not going to enter | 


into the constitutional argument at this time. It was 
elaborated in the majority and minority reports; 
and he only begged of gentlemen on all sides of 
the House to examine into these reports, to go 
back and refer to the past legislauon of Congress— 
legislation sanctioned by some southern men; for 
in the case of Larche, a gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. McCoy, a former distinguished menguer of 
this House, acquiesced with the Northern men in 
settling that principle; and it had never been broken 
down since the organization of the Government. 
He hoped Congress were not now about to break 
it down for the first time. The question of prop- 
erty had been fully argued by the Congress of 1828, 
for three weeks together; and yet we found that 


to be debated at this latitude upon this bill, If sueh 
was the desire of the committee, he was ready to 
take his chances in a discussion which they all 
knew was out of order. He did not shrink from jt 
buthe wished to know what course the Chair would 
pursue in reference to this latitude of debate? 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to reply 
that it was difficult for him to prescribe particular 
limits within which gentlemen must confine their 
remarks; but he would decide questions of order 
as they arose. 

Mr. STANTON said he did not know but he 
would make a speech at this timesupon this op 
some other subject, were it not for the fact that he 
understood most of the reporters were absent from 
the city, which would be a very great misfortune 


| to him if he were to address the committee, ag he 


the proposition of Mr. Livingston to pay for the || 
medical attendance and the loss of time which the | 


slave owner suffered from the maiming of his ser- 
vant, was laid on the table. 

In every sentiment which he had uttered or 
might utter, he wished to be understood as having 
no desire to wound the feelings of gentlemen 


from the South, or to injuriously affect their in- | 
terests; but he would cail them to a sense of the || 
duty which they owed to this Confederacy of | 
ours—that when a principle was so well established | 


as this had been for sixty years past, they would 
not now, when other quesuons of magnitude and 


should be anxious to have what he might say 
reported and published. He did not know that 
other gentlemen felt so, but he had thought that 
he would give this information to those who were 
disposed to make speeches. Under these circum. 
stances, he was not, inclined to address the com- 
mittee, but would move that they rise. 

The motion being agreed to— 

The committee rose and reported progress upon 
the bill under their consideration, together with the 
bill for the relief of John P. Skinner and the legal 


|| representatives of Isaac Green. 


The latter bill was considered, ordered to be 


engrossed, read a third time, passed, and sent to 


| the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. MEADE stated that he had offered a reso- 
lution a few days since, which was adopted, call. 
ing for certain correspondence. He had found 
that he had given it an improper direction, and 
that the call should have been made on the Presi- 


|| dent of the United States; and he asked the general 


importance were pending, urge upon them of the || 


North to appropriate from the treasury of our 
common country for the payment of slaves as 
property, when it never had been done in the his- 
tory of our Government, except in the case re- 
ferred to, which claim was accidentally passed. 
Why should Scuthern gentlemen now ask them 
to abandon this principle, which had been settled 
in part by themselves? for when we came to refer 
to the history of this question, we found Southern 


men joining with Northern men in this expression | 


of opinion, in this establishment of principle. 
There had been nothing of sectional, partisan feel- 
ing in the establishment of this principle; and 
nothing of such feeling ought now to be enter- 
tained, for the purpose of trying to undo that long 
and well-settled principle. 

If gentlemen from the South would forbear—as 
the men of the South seemed to think they ought 


to, in, the debate of 1828, when they conceded the | 


principle that these persons could not be paid for 
as property, even when impressed into the public 


sefvice, and lost or killed—if they would forbear | 


to urge upon the men of the North this question | 


of paying for slaves as property, and if they wduld 
go one or two steps further, (where they ought to 
go, and in doing which, their jurisdiction over their 
own slaves would not be affected,) and would 
abolish the traffic here in this District, there would 
no longer be furnished causes for agitating the 
peace and harmony of this Union—whether by 
fanatics of the South, or by fanatics of the North; 


if they would concur in the support of-the prop- | 


osition which had been submitted. to this House, 


and which, be was proud to say, had met the sanc- | 


tion of a majority of the American House of Rep- 
resentatives—to abolish the slave traffic in this 
District; if they would provide for its abolition, 
and would cease to press claims upon Congress 
for payment for slaves as property, which ques- 


tion had long agitated the country,—the bonds of | 
the Union would be cemented, and we would | 


continue a united and prosperous people for all 
future time. 


Mr. BURT interposed, and rose to a question 
of order. 


Mr. DICKEY disclaimed any intention of being | 
out of order, and said he had concladed what he 1 


recognized any claim to them but, that which en- |) had to say. 





| 


! 





consent of the House now to modify the resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection, 
the resolution would be received. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. MEADE offered the following resolution, 


| which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States cause 
to ‘be transmitted to this House, if compatible with the public 
interest, the correspondence of George W. Gordon, late, and 
Gorham Parks, the present consul of the United States at 
Rio de Janeiro, with the Departmeut of State, on the sub- 
ject of the African slave trade ; also, any unpublished cor- 
respondence on the same subject by the Hon. Henry A. 


| Wise, our late Minister to Brazil. 


i 
| 
| 


Mr. McLANE moved that the House adjourn; 
which being agreed to— 

The House adjourned to Wednesday next, at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule and referred: 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of the citizens of Perry 
county, in the State of Missouri, praying the establishment 
of the Western Armory at the town of Birmingham, in the 
State of Missouri; which petition is accompanied witha 
petition of the president and two directors of said town 
proffering every facility for the accomplishment of sai 
object. Also, the petition of William R. Dawson, and 187 
others, citizens of Missouri, setting forth the superior ad- 
vantages of the site, and praying for the establishment of the 
Western Armory at the city of Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 

By Mr. TALLMADGE: The memorial of Georze Wilks, 
of the city of New York, for the construction of a nation 
railroad, commencing at a point on the Missouri and ex- 
tending to the Pacific Ocean. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay,-December 26, 1848. 

After the customary prayer, 

Mr. ALLEN rose and said: Understanding that 
the Vice PresipenT is absent, I submit the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolred, That the flon. Davip R. ArcHison be &p- 
pointed President of the Senate pro tempore. : 

The resolution was then considered, and unanl- 
mously agreed to. 


Mr. ATCHISON then took the chair, and 
The Journal was read. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the Pret 
ident of the United States and the House of Representatives, 
that the Hon. Davip R. Arcuisoy has been elected Pret 





' dent pro tem. for this body. 
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